
0930 – BAND PLAYS MUSIC WITH NAVAL THEME

0955 – MC – “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THE CEREMONY WILL BEGIN SHORTLY, WE KINDLY REQUEST THAT YOU SILENCE ALL ELECTRONIC DEVICES FOR THE DURATION OF THE CEREMONY.”

1000 – (WHEN ALL PERSONNEL ARE READY)

MC – “DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, FAMILY MEMBERS, FRIENDS, AND SHIPMATES; GOOD AFTERNOON AND WELCOME TO THE RETIREMENT CEREMONY OF CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE (RETIREE NAME). MY NAME IS CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FOUR (MC NAME) AND I WILL BE YOUR MASTER OF CEREMONIES. TODAY (RETIREE NAME)WILL RETIRE AFTER HAVING COMPLETED 34 YEARS OF SERVICE.  ALL HONORS WILL BE RENDERED BY THE OFFICIAL PARTY.  REQUEST MILITARY GUESTS REMAIN UNCOVERED.”

TODAY, WE WILL HONOR AND WITNESS THE CLOSURE TO A CHAPTER OF (RETIREE NAME) LIFE, A GRATIFYING AND REWARDING CAREER OF NAVAL SERVICE. THE RETIREMENT CEREMONY IS OUR NATION’S EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION FOR A JOB WELL DONE, A SINCERE OFFICIAL RECOGNITION OF A LONG PERIOD OF FAITHFUL AND HONORABLE SERVICE.

WE ALSO HONOR HIS FAMILY FOR THEIR SUPPORT AND DEDICATION. THEY HAVE DEALT WITH A MULTITUDE OF CHALLENGES DURING THEIR NAVY JOURNEY. WE GRATEFULLY HONOR THE FAMILY’S STEADFASTNESS AND OFFER OUR BEST AS THEY BEGIN A NEW LIFE. WE ARE HONORED TO HAVE IN ATTENDANCE HIS WIFE (WIFE NAME), HIS MOTHER, (MOTHER NAME), AND HIS DAUGHTERS, (KIDS NAMES). THE CEREMONY YOU ARE ABOUT TO WITNESS IS A TIME HONORED TRADITION OF NAVAL SERVICE. 

AS THE OFFICIAL PARTY APPROACHES AND READIES TO BE PIPED ABOARD

MC – “WILL THE GUESTS PLEASE RISE FOR THE ARRIVAL OF THE OFFICIAL PARTY AND REMAIN STANDING FOR OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM AND INVOCATION.” (SHORT PAUSE)

MC – “BOS’N, POST THE SIDE BOYS”

OFFICIAL PARTY ENTERS

MC – “CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE, UNITED STATES NAVY, ARRIVING.”

DING DING

MC – “CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE, UNITED STATES NAVY, ARRIVING.”

SEATING ORDER:  (RETIREE)/(CHAPLAIN)/(GUEST SPEAKER)

MC – “BOS’N, RETIRE THE SIDE BOYS”

PAUSE FOR SIDE BOYS TO POST

MC – “COLOR GUARD, PARADE THE COLORS”

COLOR GUARD WILL PARADE THE COLORS IN FRONT OF STAGE.  ONCE COLORS ARE IN FRONT AND CENTERED, COLOR GUARD PRESENTS COLORS.  OFFICIAL PARTY SHALL SALUTE AS THE FLAG PASSES THE CORNER OF THE STAGE.

PAUSE UNTIL COLOR GUARD IS IN POSITION 

MC – “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM.”  

MC - “COLOR GUARD, RETIRE THE COLORS.” 

PAUSE UNTIL “SHOULDER ARMS”

MC - “CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER (CHAPLAIN NAME) WILL NOW DELIVER THE INVOCATION”. 

OFFICIAL PARTY REMOVES COVERS

CHAPLAIN DELIVERS INVOCATION

CHAPLAIN – “Let us Pray…”

MC – “GUESTS, PLEASE BE SEATED.”  (PAUSE)

MC – MC COMMENTS.

MC – “IT IS MY PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE TODAY’S GUEST SPEAKER, CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE (GUEST SPEAKERS NAME), TECHNICAL WARRANT OFFICER, FLEET READINESS CENTER WEST, NAVAL AIR STATION, LEMOORE, CALIFORNIA. 

(INSERT GUEST SPEAKER BIO HERE)

Ladies and Gentleman, Chief Warrant Officer (GUEST SPEAKER NAME) ….
GUEST SPEAKER GIVES RETIREMENT REMARKS

(GUEST SPEAKER NAME) – “…”

APPLAUSE

MC – “I WILL NOW READ A CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE FROM THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF

CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION

FOR SERVICES IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES I EXTEND TO YOU MY PERSONAL THANKS AND THE SINCERE APPRECIATION OF OUR GRATEFUL NATION FOR YOUR PATRIOTIC SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY. YOUR BRAVERY AND DEDICATION IN OUR ARMED FORCES HELPED PROTECT YOUR FELLOW AMERICANS DURING A CRITICAL MOMENT IN OUR HISTORY AND CONTRIBUTED TO A WORLD OF GREATER SECURITY AND GROWING PROSPERITY. YOUR DEVOTION TO DUTY, HONOR, AND COUNTRY, IN KEEPING WITH THE LONG TRADITIONS OF THE FINEST MILITARY IN THE WORLD, EMBODIED THE AMERICAN IDEAL OF SELFLESS SERVICE. OUR NATION OWES YOU AN INCREDIBLE DEBT.

YOUR COMMITMENT AND THE EXAMPLE YOU SET WILL INSPIRE FUTURE GENERATIONS TO SERVE WITH PRIDE AND KEEP OUR COUNTRY SECURE. YOU REPRESENT THE BEST OF OUR NATION, AND I JOIN OUR FELLOW AMERICANS IN SALUTING YOUR HONORABLE SERVICE. 

I WISH YOU HAPPINESS AND SUCCESS IN YOUR NEXT CHAPTER.
                       SIGNED
                       (PRESIDENTS NAME)
COMMANDER IN CHIEF”




MC – “(PRESENTERS NAME) WILL NOW PRESENT CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER (RETIREES NAME) WITH HIS END OF TOUR AWARD.”

PAUSE UNTIL PRESENTER IS IN POSITION 

MC – “GUESTS PLEASE RISE, MILITARY - ATTENTION TO AWARD.”

MC – “The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL (GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF THIRD AWARD) to

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE (RETIREES NAME)
UNITED STATES NAVY

for service as set forth in the following

CITATION:  

(INSERT CITATION WRITEUP HERE)

APPLAUSE

MC – “AT EASE. PLEASE BE SEATED.”

PRESENTER RETURNS TO SEAT

MC – “OVER THE SPAN OF 34 YEARS (RETIREES NAME) HAS SERVED 6 DIFFERENT PRESIDENTS AND BEEN STATIONED IN 5 DIFFERENT STATES AND GUAM. HE HAS RECEIVED MULTIPLE LETTERS OF RECOGNITION SIGNED BY FORMER PRESIDENTS TRUMP, OBAMA, CLINTON AND BUSH, LETTERS FROM GOVERNORS FOR THE STATES HE SERVED IN DURING HIS CAREER.”

MC – “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN IT GIVES ME GREAT PLEASURE TO INTRODUCE, (RETIREES NAME).”

USHERS STAND BY TO DELIVER FLOWERS.

RETIREE GIVES RETIREMENT REMARKS  

APPLAUSE.

MC – “(RETIREES NAME) SHADOW BOX REPRESENTS AFLOAT AND ASHORE STATIONS, MEDALS EARNED AND RANKS ACHIEVED DURING HIS CAREER. IDEALLY, A SHADOW BOX SERVES NOT ONLY AS A REMINDER OF ACHIEVEMENTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS, BUT ALSO AS A SUMMATION, A CULMINATION, OF A NAVAL CAREER. A SHADOW BOX SHOULD ENABLE A STRANGER GLANCING AT ITS CONTENTS TO GAIN A SUBSTANTIAL UNDERSTANDING OF THE OWNER'S PAST SERVICE AND ACHIEVEMENTS.”

MC PRESENTS SHADOW BOX  


PAUSE WHILE SHADOW BOX UNVEILED AND DISPLAYED TO THE CROWD

MC – NOW (PRESENTER NAME) WILL PRESENT (RETIREE NAME) WITH HIS GOING AWAY GIFT FROM (RETIREE LAST COMMAND NAME). (DETAILS ABOUT GIFT).

MC – “(WIFES NAME)(PARENTS NAME)(KIDS NAME) PLEASE JOIN US ON THE STAGE.”

USHERS ESCORT (WIFE)(PARENTS)(KIDS) TO STAGE

PRESENTER DELIVERS “PARENT AND SPOUSE AWARDS” TO (RETIREE NAME)

MC – (READ BOTH AWARDS BACK TO BACK)

THE MILITARY PARENT MEDAL AWARD TO (PARENT NAME).  THE SACRIFICE THE PARENT OF A MILITARY MEMBER RENDERS IS BEYOND COMPARE.  AS A PARENT THEY WILLINGLY OFFER THEIR BLESSING WHEN THEIR CHILDREN ARE COMPLELLED TO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY.  IF IT WERE NOT FOR THE MILITARY PARENT, THROUGH THEIR CHILD’S SERVICE, AMERICA WOULD NOT ENJOY ALL OF THE FREEDOMS THAT EXIST TODAY.  THE MILITARY PARENT MEDAL IS CAST IN GOLD AND SILVER COLORS, WHICH SYMBOLIZE HOW MEANINGFUL YOU ARE TO ME.  WITHIN THE GOLD CENTER IS A COMPASS ROSE DIPICTING THE GUIDANCE AND DIRECTION THAT YOU HAVE INSTILLED WITHIN ME. THE TWO-PIECE LAUREL LEAF WREATH SHOWS YOUR CONSTANT OFFERING OF LOVE AND SUPPORT FOR THE DECISIONS I HAVE MADE THROUGHOUT MY LIFE.  THE RAISED RIPPLED TOP EDGING IS INDICATIVE OF THE MANY OPPORTUNITIES YOU OFFERED TO ME.  THERE ARE FOUR STARS AROUND THE LOWER HALF OF THE SILVER RING SYMBOLIC OF YOUR TEACHINGS OF DUTY, HONOR, INTEGRITY AND DEVOTION.  IN THE LOWER CENTER OF THE OUTER RING IS A SHIELD FOR YOUR TEACHINGS OF TRADITIONS AND RESPECT FOR OUR COUNTRY.  THE MILITARY PARENT MEDAL IS MY WAY OF SAYING YOU ARE THEN, AS NOW, ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PARTS OF MY LIFE.  IT WAS YOUR UNDERSTANDING, LOVE, AND ASSURANCE THAT ENABLED ME TO KNOW WHAT I WAS ACCOMPLISHING WAS IMPORTANT.  THANK YOU FOR BEING THERE FOR ME.

APPLAUSE.

THE MILITARY SPOUSE MEDAL AWARD TO (WIFE NAME).  THE SPOUSE DOES NOT WEAR A UNIFORM YET THEY SERVE THEIR COUNTRY.  THEY DO NOT ACQUIRE NOR WEAR RIBBONS SHOWING WHERE THEY HAVE BEEN YET THEY GO.  THEY DID NOT ASK FOR THE DUTY THEY PERFORM YET THEY UNWAVERINGLY SERVE TO THEIR BEST ABILITY.  THEY SERVE, YET ARE NOT HORNORED WITH TRINKETS OR PIECES OF CLOTHING, SHOWING THEIR SERVICE.  THE BURNING CANDLE SIGNIFIES THE LONELY NIGHTS YOU HAVE SPENT AND THAT YOU HAVE KEPT THE HOME FIRES BURNING.  A SYMBOL WITH NO BEGINNING AND NO END, THE RING AROUND THE CANDLE FLAME SYMBOLIZES THE UNDYING FLAME OF LOVE FOR YOUR SPOUSE.  THE IMAGE OF A ROSE IS FOR THE UNWAVERING DEVOTION YOU HAVE SHOWN FOR YOUR SPOUSE AND THEIR SERVICE TO THEIR COUNTRY.  THIS MEDAL IS GREATEFULLY GIVEN TO THOSE THAT DO NOT ASK, THOSE THAT STAY ON THE HOME FRONT SO THAT THEIR SPOUSE CAN SERVE FOR THEY ALSO PROUDLY SERVE THEIR COUNTRY.

APPLAUSE

MC - USHERS, PLEASE ESCORT (PARENT NAME) TO HER SEAT

USER ESCORT (PARENT NAME) TO SEAT

MC DELIVERS “LADY OF THE SUBMARINE FORCE” CERTFICATE AND GOLD DOLPHINS TO (RETIREE NAME).

(RETIREE NAME) PRESENTS A “LADY OF THE SUBMARINE FORCE” CERTIFICATE:

MC – “ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE SUBMARINE FORCE
TO ALL THOSE WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS,
GREETINGS” (PAUSE) “KNOW YE, THAT IN SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF THE PERSONAL CHARACTER AND ABILITIES OF MRS. (WIFE NAME) WHO, AS THE DEVOTED WIFE OF A SUBMARINER IN GOOD STANDING, HAS REPEATEDLY DEMONSTRATED HER PATRIOTISM, LOYALTY, FORTITUDE AND A CONTINUING LOVE AND ESTEEM FOR SUBMARINERS, AND HAS FREQUENTLY CONTRIBUTED TO THE MORALE OF THE SUBMARINE FORCE BY HER CHEERFUL WILLINGNESS TO RENDER ASSISTANCE TO THE FAMILIES OF OTHER SUBMARINERS WHEN IN NEED, I DO HEREWITH APPOINT HER, BY AND WITH THE CONSENT OF OFFICERS AND MEN OF THE AFORESAID FORCE, A SUBMARINE LADY OF THE SUBMARINE FORCE KNOW YE THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES NAVY THAT, AS A SPECIAL MARK OF OUR GRATITUDE, SHE IS ENTITLED TO WEAR THE SUBMARINE INSIGNIA. FURTHER, SHE IS ENTITLED TO ALL PRIVILEGES OF A SUBMARINE LADY, AND I DO STRICTLY CHARGE AND REQUIRE ALL MEMBERS OF THE SUBMARINE FORCE TO RENDER HER EVERY COURTESY, AND THEIR HIGHEST ESTEEM, AND I DO ENCOURAGE THEM TO ASSIST HER IN ANY MANNER WITHIN THEIR CAPABILITIES WHENEVER THE OPPORTUNITY ARISES, BY THE NORMAL TENETS OF CHIVALRY OR BY ACTUAL NECESSITY.

FOR THOUGH AT SEA HER SPOUSE MAY ROAM, SHE VALIANTLY SERVES HER SHIP AT HOME

DONE ON THIS 20TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 2024

             (SIGNED)
             VICE ADMIRAL J. E. GUMBLETON
             DEPUTY COMMANDER, US FLEET FORCES”

APPLAUSE

MC DELIVERS “NAVY WIFE - RETIRED” CERTFICATE TO (RETIREE NAME)

(RETIREE NAME) PRESENTS CERTIFICATE:

MC – UNITED STATES NAVY THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT (WIFES NAME), HAVING COMPLETED HER TOUR OF DUTY AS A NAVY WIFE, IS AS OF THIS DATE NO LONGER OBLIGATED TO SPEND NIGHTS ALONE DUE TO THE NAVL DUTIES OF HER SPOUSE.  BE IT KNOWN, THAT SHE BE HELD IN THE HIGHEST ESTEEM AS A TRUE AND DEVOTED NAVY WIFE.  SHE IS HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO THE RETIRED LIST WITH THE RANK OF “NAVY WIFE RETIRED” GIVEN UNDER MY HAND THIS 20TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD TWO THOUSAND TWENTYFOUR”
             (SIGNED)
             VICE ADMIRAL J. E. GUMBLETON
             DEPUTY COMMANDER, US FLEET FORCES”

APPLAUSE

MC - USHERS, PLEASE ESCORT (WIFES NAME) TO HER SEAT

WAIT FOR THEM TO BE SEATED

(RETIREES NAME) RETRIEVES COVER

MC – “FLAG DETAIL POST!”

(IDENTIFY FLAG DETAIL PERSONNEL)

FLAG DETAIL MARCHES TO THEIR POSITIONS, SINGLE FILE IN FRONT OF THE STAGE WHILE THE MC SAYS THE NEXT LINE

OLD GLORY READER – “ONE OF A SAILOR’S MOST PRIZED POSSESSIONS IS THE NATIONAL ENSIGN, THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.  OUR NATIONAL ENSIGN WILL NOW BE PRESENTED TO CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER (RETIREES NAME) IN A CEREMONY KNOWN AS THE PASSING OF THE FLAG.  THIS FLAG WAS FLOWN OVER SHIPS AND SHORE STATIONS THAT HE HAS SERVED ON.”

WAIT UNTIL THEY ABOUT FACE

READER GIVES OLD GLORY PRESENTATION

OLD GLORY READER – “I AM THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA; 

MY NAME IS OLD GLORY. 

I FLY ATOP THE WORLD'S TALLEST BUILDINGS, I STAND WATCH IN AMERICA'S HALLS OF JUSTICE, I FLY MAJESTICALLY OVER GREAT INSTITUTIONS OF LEARNING, I STAND GUARD WITH THE GREATEST MILITARY POWER IN THE WORLD.
LOOK UP! AND SEE ME.
I STAND FOR PEACE – HONOR - TRUTH AND JUSTICE
I STAND FOR FREEDOM
I AM CONFIDENT
I AM ARROGANT
I AM PROUD

WHEN I AM FLOWN WITH MY FELLOW BANNERS, MY HEAD IS A LITTLE HIGHER MY COLORS A LITTLE TRUER.

I BOW TO NO ONE!
I AM RECOGNIZED ALL OVER THE WORLD, 
I AM WORSHIPPED - I AM SALUTED - I AM RESPECTED
I AM REVERED - I AM LOVED AND I AM FEARED!

BELL AFTER EACH LOCATION AND AFTER ‘FORGOTTEN’.

I HAVE FOUGHT IN EVERY BATTLE OF EVERY WAR FOR MORE THAN 200 YEARS: GETTYSBURG, SHILO, APPOMATTOX, SAN JUAN HILL, THE TRENCHES OF FRANCE, THE ARGONNE FOREST, ANZIO, ROME, THE BEACHES OF NORMANDY, GUAM, OKINAWA, TARAWA, KOREA, VIETNAM, THE PERSIAN GULF AND A SCORES OF PLACES LONG FORGOTTEN BY ALL EXCEPT BY THOSE WHO WERE THERE WITH ME, I WAS THERE!

I LED MY SAILORS AND MARINES
I FOLLOWED THEM
I WATCHED OVER THEM
THEY LOVED ME!
I WAS ON A SMALL HILL ON IWO JIMA, 
I WAS DIRTY, BATTLE WORN AND TIRED
BUT MY SAILORS AND MARINES CHEERED ME!
AND I WAS PROUD!

I WAS AT GROUND ZERO IN NEW YORK CITY ON SEPTEMBER 11TH AS COWARDLY FANATICS ATTACKED AMERICA. I WAS RAISED FROM THE ASHES OF ONCE PROUD BUILDINGS BY BRAVE FIREFIGHTERS. HEROES, WHO RISKED THEIR LIVES TO SAVE OTHERS, SHOWING ALL THAT AMERICA, ALTHOUGH BLOODIED, WILL NEVER BE BEATEN.

THOSE WHO WOULD DESTROY ME CANNOT WIN FOR I AM THE SYMBOL OF FREEDOM, OF ONE NATION UNDER GOD INDIVISIBLE WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.

I HAVE BEEN SOILED, BURNED, TORN AND TRAMPLED ON THE STREETS OF MY OWN COUNTRY AND WHEN IT IS BY THOSE WHOM I HAVE SERVED WITH IN BATTLE, IT HURTS. BUT I SHALL OVERCOME FOR I AM STRONG!

I HAVE SLIPPED THE SURLY BONDS OF EARTH AND FROM MY VANTAGE POINT ON THE MOON; I STAND WATCH OVER THE UNCHARTED NEW FRONTIERS OF SPACE.

I HAVE BEEN A SILENT WITNESS TO ALL OF AMERICA'S FINEST HOURS, BUT MY FINEST HOUR COMES WHEN I AM TORN IN STRIPS, 
TO BE USED AS BANDAGES FOR MY WOUNDED COMRADES ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE WHEN I FLY HALF MAST TO HONOR MY SOLDIERS, AND WHEN I LIE IN THE TREMBLING ARMS OF A GRIEVING MOTHER,
AT THE GRAVE-SITE OF HER FALLEN SON OR DAUGHTER

I AM PROUD!

MY NAME IS OLD GLORY
LONG MAY I WAVE, DEAR GOD LONG MAY I WAVE.”

PAUSE FOR (RETIREES NAME) TO PRESENT FLAG TO CYNTHIA. ONCE FLAG IS PRESENTED AND SONG IS COMPLETE -> CONTINUE.

OLD GLORY READER – “FLAG DETAIL POST”

MC – “(THE WATCH READER NAME) WILL NOW READ THE WATCH”

AS READER APPROACHES THE STAGE

MC – "BOATSWAIN... STAND BY TO PIPE THE SIDE!!"


OLD GLORY READER - “THIS ORDER HAS BEEN PASSED ON NAVAL SHIPS FROM THE 1500'S THROUGH TODAY. SPANISH, FRENCH, ENGLISH, DUTCH... YES, ALL NAVIES OF THE WORLD USE THE BOATSWAIN, SIDEBOYS AND CALL TO BRING ABOARD OR SEND ASHORE ALL SHIP'S COMPANY OFFICERS, VISITING OFFICERS, DIGNITARIES AND VIP'S.

THE SIDEBOYS WOULD HAUL ON THE ROPES AND RAISE OR LOWER THE BOARDING PLATFORM SO OFFICERS WOULD NOT HAVE TO CLIMB THE RAT LINE, WHICH WERE HANGING OVER THE SIDE AND USED BY THE ENLISTED CREW WHEN GOING ASHORE OR TO GET ABOARD. THIS HONOR WAS EXTENDED TO VISITING OFFICERS, DIGNITARIES AND PORT OFFICIALS.
IT WAS NOT UNCOMMON FOR THE COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE SHIP TO ORDER UP THE JOLLY BOAT, A CREW OF EIGHT STRONG BACKS, SIDEBOYS BOATSWAIN TO SEND AN OLD SHIPMATE AND FELLOW OFFICER TO HIS SHORE RETIREMENT... HOME... NEVER TO SAIL ON NAVAL SHIPS AGAIN.

"ALL HANDS ON DECK!" WAS PASSED, SPEECHES WERE MADE ABOUT GREAT VICTORIES, BATTLES FOUGHT UPON THE OPEN SEA, RAGING STORMS WEATHERED, AND VOYAGES TO DISTANT AND STRANGE LANDS WITH PORTS-OF-CALL OTHERS ONLY DREAMED ABOUT.

THEN, A FINE SWORD... A BRACE OF PISTOLS... OR A RIFLE OR MUSKET... OR MAYBE A SEA CHEST OF FINE WOOD AND BOUND IN BRASS... WAS PRESENTED TO REMIND HIM OF CREWS AND SHIPS HE HAD SERVED WITH. THE BOATSWAIN WOULD STAND TALL THE SIDEBOYS, THE RETIREE WOULD REQUEST PERMISSION TO GO ASHORE- STEP TO THE PLATFORM AND THE SIDEBOYS WOULD LOWER AWAY. AS THE JOLLY BOAT PULLED AWAY, THE GUNNER WOULD FIRE A SALUTE FROM THE SHIP'S MAIN BATTERY, THE RETIREE SAT IN THE STERN SHEETS... GOING ASHORE.

TODAY OUR HISTORY HAS GIVEN MOST OF THE POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE, THE HONORS, TRADITIONS AND CEREMONIES BACK TO HISTORY... TIME DOES NOT GIVE US THE FREEDOM TO DO THESE THINGS FROM THE PAST... BUT, WE STILL HAVE TO STOP ALL ENGINES, LAY ABOUT SMARTLY AND DROP ANCHOR TO PAY HONOR TO ONE OF OUR SHIPMATES GOING ASHORE. TO HONOR THE YEARS SERVED, THE GUIDANCE, THE LEADERSHIP, THE FRIENDSHIP AND THE EXPERTISE THAT THIS SHIPMATE HAS FREELY GIVEN THESE 34 YEARS.” 

OLD GLORY READER PAUSES

RETIREE NAME – “I WILL NOW READ MY FINAL SET OF ORDERS



FROM: COMMANDER NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND
TO:   (RETIREE NAME), UNITED STATES NAVY

SUBJ:  BUPERS ORDER NUMBER XXXX
“WHEN DIRECTED BY REPORTING SENIOR, DETACH IN SEPTEMBER FROM (LAST COMMAND NAME). PROCEED TO HOME OF SELECTION AND REGARD YOURSELF RELIEVED OF ALL ACTIVE DUTY OBLIGATIONS.

           (SIGNED)
           M. W. BAZE
           REAR ADMIRAL, U.S. NAVY
           COMMANDER NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND”


MC – “CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER (RETIREE NAME) WILL NOW REQUEST PERMISSION TO GO ASHORE FOR THE LAST TIME.”

RETIREE AND GUEST SPEAKER STAND COVERED 

THE WATCH READER CONTINUES READING THE WATCH 

THE WATCH READER – “FOR THIRTY-FOUR YEARS, THIS SAILOR HAS STOOD THE WATCH.”

BELL

“WHILE SOME OF US WERE IN OUR BUNKS AT NIGHT THIS SAILOR STOOD THE WATCH”

BELL 

“WHILE SOME OF US WERE IN SCHOOL LEARNING OUR TRADE, THIS SHIPMATE STOOD THE WATCH”

BELL

“YES, EVEN BEFORE SOME OF US WERE BORN INTO THIS WORLD, THIS SHIPMATE STOOD THE WATCH”

BELL

“IN THOSE YEARS WHEN THE STORM CLOUDS OF WAR WERE SEEN BREWING ON THE HORIZON OF HISTORY THIS SHIPMATE STOOD THE WATCH.”

BELL

“MANY TIMES HE WOULD CAST AN EYE ASHORE AND SEE HIS FAMILY STANDING THERE ... NEEDING HIS GUIDANCE AND HELP...NEEDING THAT HAND TO HOLD DURING THOSE HARD TIMES ... BUT STILL HE STOOD THE WATCH”

BELL

“HE STOOD THE WATCH SO THAT WE, OUR FAMILIES, AND OUR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN COULD SLEEP SOUNDLY IN SAFETY EACH AND EVERY NIGHT KNOWING THAT A SAILOR STOOD THE WATCH”

BELL

“TODAY WE ARE HERE TO SAY ‘SHIPMATE, THE WATCH STANDS RELIEVED.  RELIEVED BY THOSE YOU HAVE LED, GUIDED, AND TRAINED.’


RETIREE AND RELIEF MOVE TO CENTER STAGE WITH REPORTING SENIOR

RELIEF – “SIR, I AM READY TO RELIEVE YOU.”

RETIREE – “I AM READY TO BE RELIEVED.”

RELIEF – “SIR, I RELIEVE YOU.”

RETIREE – “I STAND RELIEVED.”

EXCHANGE SALUTES

RELIEF FACES REPORTING SENIOR

RELIEF – “SIR, I HAVE RELIEVED (RETIREE NAME), WE HAVE THE WATCH”

REPORTING SENIOR – “VERY WELL” 

EXCHANGE SALUTES

RETIREE - “PERMISSION TO GO ASHORE”


REPORTING SENIOR – “PERMISSION GRANTED”

EXCHANGE SALUTES

RELIEF RETURNS TO HIS SEAT


MC - “BOS’N, POST THE SIDE BOYS”

WAIT FOR SIDEBOYS TO BE IN POSITION FACING EACH OTHER AT ATTENTION

MC – “GUESTS PLEASE RISE FOR THE BENEDICTION AND REMAIN STANDING.”

OFFICIAL PARTY STAND & RETRIEVES COVERS 

MC – “(CHAPLAIN NAME) WILL NOW DELIVER THE BENEDICTION.”

CHAPLAIN DELIVERS BENEDICTION

NAVY BAND PLAYS ETERNAL FATHER IN THE BACKGROUND

CHAPLAIN – “Lets Pray…”

AFTER BENEDICTION OFFICIAL PARTY COVERS
(RETIREES NAME) WIFE JOINS HIM.

MC – “CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER FIVE, UNITED STATES NAVY, AND FAMILY RETIRED, DEPARTING”

DING DING

BOS’N – PIPE

PAUSE

MC – “LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, THIS CONCLUDES OUR CEREMONY. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENDANCE.”

BAND PLAYS ANCHORS AWEIGH
1
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