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Prospects in the Pacific: 

Jap Defeat to Take at Least 11/2 Years, 
Experts Say, After --a 

. -  
Victory in hurope 

It will take an absolute minimum of 
one and a half to two years after the’ 
defeat of Germany to defeat Japan. 
0 No internal collapse of Japan is ex- 
pected; and even if i t  should occur, it  
would not give the Allies a quick or 
easy victory. 

Those are the conclusions drawn by 
the Office of War Information in a re- 
cent report based on facts, figures, 
estimates and opinions of authorities 
in the Navy, War and State Depart- 
ments and the Foreign Economic Ad- 
ministration. 

There is no question in the minds of 
American authorities that the Allies 
will defeat Japan. The odds of military 
strength, natural resources, and the 
quality of the fighting forces and 
equipment-all favor the United Na- 
tions. The U. S. alone outclasses Japan 
in raw materials, in the capacity to  
produce fighting equipment, in the 
military might of her warships and 
naval materiel, and in her armed man- 
power. Add the forces of other United 
Nations, and the mustered power of 
the Allies is overwhelming. 

Following are some specific examples 
of the strategic advantages favoring 
the Allies: 

1. Allied war production is over- 
whelming. The U. s. alone produces 
8,000 combat planes a month as  con- 
trasted with Japan’s estimated produc- 
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tion of 1,400 or 1,500 a month. 
2. Our Pacific commanders assert 

that Japan has lost the power for a 
strategic offensive beyond the range of 
her land-based planes. This is due to 
U. S. supremacy in carriers, and to the 
sinking of many of the lighter screen- 
ing units of Japan’s fleet. Not elimi- 
nated, however, is the possibility of 
sporadic raids by the Japanese on our 
West Coast. 

3. Japan’s merchant shipping, never 
adequate to the demands of a con- 
quered Pacific empire, has been stead- 
ily reduced by naval, aerial and sub- 
marine action. Sinkings have aver- 
aged 1,500,000 tons a year, and it is 
estimated that Japan has not even 
yet pushed her ship construction to  
1,000,000 tons a year. 

4. Japan’s industrial production has 
been affected by B-29 bombings, a def- 
inite advance in the warfare against 
Japan. 

6. “Island-skipping” has neutralized 
about 50 major bases on the fringes of 
Japan’s outer zone of defense, and the 
victories at Guam, Saipan and Tinian 
have brought Allied forces within 
striking distance of the inner defense 
zone of Japan itself, which extends 
more than 1,000 miles from the home 
islands. 

6. Allied forces now are established 
where another giant stride to the west, 

8. The tactical ability of Japanese 
generals has not yet been probed, since 
there has been as yet no modern full- 
dress warfare’on land masses in the 
European pattern, and no battles of 
armor involving more than a compara- 
tively few tanks on either side. The 
Allies, on the other hand, have military 
leaders of proven ability in full-scale 
battles of maneuver. 

9. At sea the Japanese have been 
outfought and outmaneuvered. In the 
air they have lost about five planes to 
our one. On land Japanese soldiers 
have been beaten in every test of 
strength by the Allies since they went 
over to  the offensive. 

10. Japan has failed to capitalize 
fully on its conquests. Primarily, the 
measure of Japan’s war production is 
the capacity of its pre-Pearl Harbor 
industrial plant rather than its con- 
quered raw material resources. 

On the other hand, there are a num- 
ber of considerations that favor the 
Japanese and point toward a prolonga- 
tion of the war. Psychologically, the 
defeat of Germany may even heighten 
Japan’s determination and fighting 
spirit and a t  the same time induce a 
let-down in the effort of the Allies. 

The Japanese are expecting the Al- 
lies to  grow tired and accept a nego- 
tiated peace. Japanese war leaders 
have repeatedly predicted that Japan 
will drag out the war so long, make 
the Allies pay so dearly, that  the 
“soft” democracies will be forced into 
a stalemate. 

Following are some of the factors 
on Japan’s side as listed in the OW1 
report: 

1. An appraisal of Japan’s war econ- 
omy by the FEA concluded that Japan 
is capable of increasing her production 
in almost every category of war equip- 
ment and military supplies. 

2. Geography fights on the side of 
the Japanese. Before the Allied might 
can be brought to  bear, it must be 
based within striking distance of Ja- 
pan’s home islands. Our present new 
bases in the Marianas are 1,500 statute 
miles from her shores. 

3. Before major invasions can be 
launched, a tremendous shipping prob- 
lem must be solved. The conclusion of 
the European war will release a large 
part of the shipping now being used 
in that theater, but several months 
may be required before this shipping 
can become effective in the Pacific. 

4. At present, the course of the war 
in China is all in Japan’s favor. In- 
stead of securing additional advanced 
bases from which to strike a t  Japan 
bv air, the Allies have lost several in 
China within recent months. 



5. Despite losses in China and on 
Pacific islands, Japan’s army has not 
yet been mustered to its full strength. 
Estimates are that she has an army of 
4,000,000 men, 2,000,000 more available 
and fit for military service who haven’t 
been called up, and another 1,500,000 
between the ages of 17 and 20, not yet 
subject to  the draft. Between 200,000 
and 250,000 men come of age annually 
as replacements. 

6. Japan’s industries are beyond the 
range of air attack, except by our 
B-29s, and will remain so until the 
Allies establish bases within 500 to 600 
miles of her shores. 

7. Japan has many strategic sup- 
plies on the home islands, in nearby 
Korea and Manchuria. The Army has 
estimated that she also has stockpiled 
large quantities of raw materials- 
enough rubber, for instance, for five 
years or  more of war. 

8. Despite our aerial victories and 
the high ratio of Jap planes destroyed 
to  our own losses, it is estimated that 
the Japanese are currently able to  pro- 
duce planes as rapidly as we destroy 
them, and probably can even increase 
this production slightly. They can now 
mass their air power in a narrowing 
theater of action. Secretary of the 
Navy Forrestal recently pointed out 
that J ap  planes now have greater fire 
power, armament, range, speed and 
load capacity; that aircraft of the U. S. 
Navy do not any longer have so big a 
technical advantage over enemy planes. 

9. Japan still has a powerful fleet, 
which includes from 10 to 13 battle- 
ships, from 10  to 12 large carriers and 
several smaller carriers, plus reduced 
numbers of smaller screening war ves- 
sels. Allied navies in the Pacific must 
operate only in large forces, lest 
smaller forces be trapped and de- 
stroyed by the Japanese fleet. 

10. Japan operates on interior lines 
of supply. The farther she is crowded 
back toward her home islands, the 
greater her logistical advantage be- 
comes, and the more nearly adequate 
her merchant fleet. Our supply line to 
Japan is nearly three times as long as 
the supply line to Europe. It took well 
over two years to  accumulate the tre- 
mendous materiel surplus used in the 
invasion of France. 

11. Japan’s production of food on 
the home islands, plus North China, 
Korea and Manchuria is calculated to  
be sufficient to  maintain the population 
on a minimum basis. 

12. Japan retains all her major con- 
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ship for  a transfusion in the Pacific. The destroyer below is about to 
, receive a supply of fuel from an assault trunsport in the South Pacific. 

Official U. S. Coast Guard nhatoovaah 

In football it’s the bal 

light as  they lug the ball e. 
Tokyo. But much of the 
their ground-gaining must g 
anonymous guards and ta 
vessels cf the “A” fleet. 

Without its floating servic 
and machine shops the N; 
not have been able to m 
lightning thrusts which h a  
the war to Japan’s doorstep. 
force could not, for example 
comphshed that 8,000-mile 
from Pearl Harbor when 
capture Kwajalein, pasted 
shelled Guam, before returr 
miles to Pearl Harbor. 

Under the old conception 
warfare Japan thought shc I\ d> WLUIC 

from our attacks as  lone a s  she held 
every land bas 
taiice of Tokyo. 
pines, Guam, tl 
the other ielan 
land and Aust 
figured that it 
us to establish 
threaten her vi 
time, developmc 

Task forces, in 1 
operate now, 
World War 11; 
were developed, 
thcy would have 

and taking then 
Today the Navj 

ozw f leef ’s  s t n k  
From its trai 

task force can oacain ruei 011. am- 

the lime- 
ver nearer 
credit for  
:o to those 
.ckles-the 

:6 stations 
ivy would 
ake those 
ve carried 

Our task 
’, have ac- 

rampage 
it helped 
Truk and 
ling 3,825 

,e within -striking dis- 
By seizing the Philip- 

ie East Indies and all 
ds between her home- 
ralia, Japan probably 
would take years for 
bases close enough to 

tal areas; that, mean- 
mt of conquered terri- 
e made her too strong 

IS wars i t  was unheard 
;o strike more than a 
or  so from its base. 

the sense in which they 
were unknown until 

and even when they 
the Japs assumed that  

5 to return to base fo r  
a strike. 
dved the problem by 
inder service stations 
1 ammunition depots, 
I to sea with the fleet. 
r can assemble a float- 
e at any point in any 
absolutely no limit to 

ing range. 
n of 1 1  auxiiiaTy .$ips a 
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paired sufficiently to make port. A 
floating advance base can do anything 
except dock a ship-and the chances 
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A recent personal letter from an of -  
ficer on one of our carriers stated: 
“Before a recent operation we were 
anchored in an atoll with a concentra- 
tion of auxiliaries. Almost as f a r  as 
the eye could see-nothing but ships, 
with no daylight whatever between the 
hulls.” 

In the early days of the war, when 
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WASHDAY: Crewmen swab deck under big guns of  
the Iowa, fourth U .  S. ship of that mame. 

, the 45,000-ton USS Iowa re- ANTIAIRCRAFT: Gunners in foreground load clips 
'01 



'NE SHOP bas necessary mechalzical eguip- 
to  make all except major repairs to ship. 

FIREPOWER: Mighty 16-incb gums hammer at dzs- 
tant target in preparation for strike im the Pacific. 



They Like It Rugged 
J VU 

Men of the Splinter Fleet Know Only 2 
Kinds of Quarters: Small-and General! 

HENEVER sailors congregate, W from Cherbourg to Saipan, and 
debate which type of duty in the Navy 
is the most rugged, the boys of the 
Southwest Pacific ‘(splinter fleet” will 
have plenty of arguments to  support 
the case for their branch of the ser- 
vice. 

Their little SCs, PCs and YMSs-all 
small vessels with limited facilities- 
seldom make the headlines, but many 
a 3ap plane and sub has felt their 
sting. Far out on the fringe of the 
Pacific war zone, they are in there 
pitching when we make an amphibious 
assault. After the beachhead has been 
secured they take over the duty of es- 
corting the ships supplying the new 
base. And when the Jap  planes have 
been chased out of the area and things 
quiet down, the splinter fleet moves on 
to another advanced area-to repeat 
the performance. 

Typical of the vessels of the escort 
and minecraft squadrons, serving day 
in and day out to keep our forces leap- 

frogging toward Japan, is the SC 699. 
Known as  the (‘Shootin’ 699,” she par- 
ticipated in 11 amphibious operations 
in the Southwest Pacific in 11 months, 
with never a breather, or a trip south 
of Milne Bay, in all that time. Her 
skipper was Lt. ( jg) James W. Foris- 
tel, USNR, who gave up a St. Louis law 
practice for a crack at the Nipponese. 

In the landing a t  Arawe, New Brit- 
ain, in December 1943, the Shootin’ 
699, already a combat veteran with 
several enemy planes t o  her credit, 
gave the Japs a dazzling exhibition of 
broken-field running as she came in 
under their shore batteries and res- 
cued from the water 71 men who had 
been shot out of rubber landing boats. 
F o r  this daring exploit Lieutenant 
Foristel received the Silver Star 
Medal. 

His citation from Vice Admiral 
Thomas C. Kinkaid, USN, commander 
pf the 7th Fleet, stated that he “dar- 
ingly and skillfully carried out sea 
rescue operations within known gun 
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Blazhg Jap bomber misses DD, hits SC 

range of a Japanese shore battery, 
thereby saving the lives of many of 
the wounded.” The citation told how 
the 699 was strafed by six enemy 
fighter planes, but shot one down and 
forced the others to turn away. 

Later at Biak, in the Schouten Is- 
lands, the 699 proved that she could 
take it, as well as  dish it out. Just as 
a beachhead had been established, five 
Jap  planes dove out of the sun. Three 
vanished in the confusion of shore and 
destroyer ack-ack. One of the remain- 
ing planes, ablaze from jabs of the 
little SC’s 40-mm. gun, fell into a steep 
spiral, just cleared the bridge of a 
destroyer, struck the water with its 
left wing and catapulted into the 
speeding 699. 

When the confusion had subsided, it 
was found that a twin-motored Jap  
plane was plastered all over the little 
sub-chaser, one motor being actually 
imbedded in the hull. Wreckage of the 
plane was thrown overboard from the 
quivering, blazing SC. With two of 
her crew dead, others severely burned 
or injured and her skipper and sev- 
eral of the crew thrown into the water 
by the impact, the executive officer, 
Lt. (jg) Orville A. Wahrenbrock, USNR, 
of San Diego, Calif., led the remainder 
of the crew in fighting the fire and 
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Official U. S. Navy photograph 
Oficers and enlisted me@ share ringside seats as bluejackets mix irt exhibitiort bout aboard aircraft telzder. 

Handbill aduertises Navy smoker 
at Salerno, Italy. 
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Fighting For Fun 
When sailors aren’t fighting the emercred from World War I to ’become 

J a m  or the Nazis. one of their fa- 
voiite pastimes is seeing a good fight 
in a Navy-promoted smoker. This is 
one form of entertainment that can be 
staged anywhere-on the hangar deck 
of a carrier, in an  open-air arena on 
Guadalcanal, o r  in the bomb-spattered 
Salerno Opera House. 

The talent doesn’t have to  be im- 
ported from the States because most 
of the outstanding ring champions are 
in the armed forces, battling under 
the management of Uncle Sam. 
Nearly every ship and station has 
some amateur boxers or wrestlers, 
and often some topnotch professionals. 

Some of those youngsters appearing 
on cards at Guadalcanal or Salerno 
may become world’s champions after 
the war. Gene Tunney, now a com- 
mander in the Naval Reserve, 

the world’s heavyweight champion. 
Odds are that some comparatively 
now-unknown serviceman will some 
day lift Joe Louis’ heavyweight 
crown. 

It’s the job of the Navy’s welfare and 
recreation officers to see that naval 
activities, including ships and ac 
bases, have entertainment. Thej 
found that US0 shows with rad 
film celebrities are always PO 
but when these are not av: 
there’s nothing which draws 
crowds or excites more enthc 
than a good smoker. 

These may be small affairs, 
men from a single ship participating, 
or they may be area elimination tour- 
naments comparing favorably with 
the Golden Gloves tourney o r  Madi- 
son Square Garden title bouts. For  

lvance 
7 have 
io and 
Npular, 
ailable 
larger 
isiasm 





Official U. S. Navy photograplis 
COMMANDER (then Lieutenant Commander) Mac- 

Donald and members of the O’Bannon’s crew are 
shown on the deck of  their destroyer during the 

ceremony at which he received the Navy Cross and 
they were commended for their gallant perform- 
ance im the Battle of  Kula Gulf on 5-6 July 1943. 

‘They Went to Hell and Back‘ 
Skipper of USS O’Bannon Tells How 14 Months of Almost Continuous 
Action Forged Green Crew and New Ship Into a Great Fighting Team 

By Comdr. Donald J. MacDonald, 
USN 

The 2,100-ton destroyer, the uss 
O’Bannon, was brand-new when her 
crew trooped aboard her for the first 
time a t  Boston in June 1942. Their 
average age was about 19, which meant 
that some of them were mere chil- 
dren who had fibbed to the recruiting 

o f f i ce r ,  wh i l e  
others were in 
their 30s and 
40s, with chil- 
dren of their 
own at home. It 
was early in the 
war, the services 
w e r e  h a r d -  
pressed for men, 
and a ship had 
to take what it 
could get. 

Seventy-five percent of these lads 
had never been to seg before. Many 
had received very littlestraining in sea- 
manship, or, for that knaGter, in any- 
thing else. Some had no idea what the 
war was about or exactly where Japan 
was. A considerable number had no 
more than an elementary-school edu- 
cation, although a few had been about 
to receive college degrees when they 
enlisted. They represented nearly every 

state in the Union, although the ma- 
jority came from the Eastern sea- 
board. 

As they came awkwardly abroad, 
duffle bags over their shoulders, un- 
certain which way to  turn, a tall hard- 
bitten petty officer who had been a t  
sea a dozen years was heard to mutter, 
“Look at ’em. How you going t o  win 
a war with a mob like that? They 
don’t know a gun mount from a horse. 
It’s a sorry-looking crew.” 

I did not agree. What I saw coming 
aboard was a cross section of my coun- 
try, as it was then-raw and un- 
trained youth that had taken freedom 
and abundance for granted. But I 
knew also that the children of freedom 
are ultimately more enduring and 
more determined than the children of 
slavery. 

Today I know I was right-that this 
assortment of clerks, mechanics and 
schoolboys, of Catholics, Protestants 
and Jews, of Irish, Italians, Scandi- 
navians and colored boys, all lovers 
of their country, would make a great 
crew. 

Timid and awkward though they 
were at that moment, they made the 

Reprinted with permission from 
The America@ Magazine, 

greatest crew, I think, that ever sailed 
into the blazing guns of an enemy. 
First, as executive officer, under Capt. 
Ed Wilkinson, later as commanding 
officer, I served with the O’Bannon’s 
indomitable crew, from her commis- 
sioning until her recent return from 
the South Pacific. They fought the 
Japanese almost continuously for 14 
months when the enemy was at the 
peak of its power, and earned a battle 
record unequaled, I think, in naval 
history. And thanks to God and the 
good judgment of all hands, we did 
not lose a single man, killed or 
wounded. 

We trained. We worked night and 
day, getting the boys acquainted with 
the O’Bannon, the O’Bannon with the 
boys. She was a new ship which, like 
most of the crew, had never been to 
sea before. They had to be welded to- 
gether. I am glad now that it was 
that way. Ship and men grew into 
great fighters as one. That is one 
reason why the record is unique. 

But we were not great fighters then, 
not by a long shot. On our first mis- 
sions into the Atlantic to  protect con- 
voys from submarine attack, the boys 
saw several merchant ships go down. 
Some of them exploded, went to pieces, 
and sank immediately into the cold, 
green water with scarcely a trace. It 
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was a shock. It was reality. Many a 
lad began to  ask himself as the sweat 
broke out on his pale forehead, “What 
am 1 doing here? What is it all about? 
I may be sunk, myself. I may lose my 
life.” And back over the smoking hor- 
izon were the green hills of home, a 
soda at the corner drugstore, a pretty 
girl waiting to  go to the movies. Peo- 
ple back there were having a good 
time. Out here people were dying. It 
was tough. 

If we had got into some real actioh 
in tl’e Atlantic-sunk a few subs in a 
runriing surface battle-it would have 
helpcld a lot, but we dropped only a 
few depth charges at an invisible en- USS O’Bannon: “Ship and men grew into great fighters as one.” 
emy with no certain results, then Thirteen American ships, eight of We veered very sharply and “backed ’ 

turrled and haded  the little ship t o  them destroyers, had been delegated. emergency,” missing her. Then we 
the South Pacific to meet the Jaw. to  intercept them. Our ship, instead knew she was Japanese. The crew was 
We had had no baptism of fire. But of heading on to the comfortable aboard, dying in the flames. J ap  sail- 
we got one and got it early. -safety of the base, turned back toward ors usually have no life jackets. 

C’ur baptism was a Niagara of fire Guadalcanal. Dismay appeared on The water was full of men-friends 
-the battle of Guadalcanal, one of the every face. Hadn’t they just had a and enemies. Some were wounded and 
fiercest and most significant naval battle? Presently we informed the men screaming. But no time to stop now. 
battles in history. In  that battle Our tha t  another one was likely to ensue, We had to get out. We had to h o w  
task force defeated the major Part of and ordered them to put on their life where we were. We were low on am- 
the Japanese fleet in the south Pacific, jackets and stand by a t  battle stations. munition and torpedoes and we didn’t 
Prevented Japan’s last desperate at- We didn’t tell them they were about know the score. This, it seemed to me, 
tempt to recapture Guadalcanal, and, t o  meet the whole Japanese South Pa- was the battle for the world. We 
I think, turned the course of the war cific fleet. couldn’t lose everything. 
in our favor. We met the enemy in pitch-dark- Then there was a deep, muffled ex- 

Our men were in their prime physi- ness a little before midnight. The plosion under us. The O’Bannon 
cally. After a little less than five Japs opened up with searchlights. We seemed to rise out of the water. I 
months aboard the O’Bannon, they fired. Everybody fired. It was weird, thought, “She’s going down,” for she 
knew the ship, the sea, and their guns. seeing the big gray ships appear in seemed to plunge head foremost. We 
But they didn’t know hell. flashes of light and disappear into ut- slowed down. I called for reports. The 

On the morning of November 12, ter  darkness as the salvos roared. They ship apparently was undamaged, ex- 
1942, as a member of a convoy escort, were like giant, ghostly light bulbs be- cept that  there was a slight misalign- 
we stood off Henderson Airfield on ing turned off and on in the twinkling ment, which cut down our speed. Later 
Guadalcanal to cover the landing of of an eye. we discovered that the hull was pitted, 
Marine reinforcements we had brought Suddenly we saw the peril of our as  if by metal fragments. I don’t know 
up from our base. The boys had been situation. On one side of our column yet what happened. Either a torpedo 
up  all night standing by. They were was a Japanese force possibly headed exploded in our wake, o r  the depth 
tense. to  bombard Henderson Airfield, on the charges of a sunken ship went off. 

Hardly had the troops started land- other was another force covering a When at last the American farce 
ing than the japanese struck from the Japanese troop landing. We were made a rendezvous beyond the scene 
air. Three of torpedo bombers caught between the two. We went for- of battle, we found that of 13 ships 

that entered the fight only one had got with Zero fighter escorts swept over ward. 
us in succession. At  last we were in No man can adequately describe the out unscathed. Of our eight destroy- 
action! our little force off and shock and terror and tremendousness ers, four were lost, only one was un- 
began to maneuver, meanwhile spat- of a great naval battle fought a t  close damaged. Rear Admiral Daniel J. cal- 
tering the sky with antiaircraft bursts. range in the dead of night. Every- laghan, task force commander, had 
prom the bridge I could see our green body was firing. The thunder was been killed on the bridge of the USS 
boys, pale and determined, manning deafening. The concerted fire lasted Sun Francisco, as well as Capt. Cas- 
the guns like experts. Apparently, they only 20 minutes, but it seemed an sin Young, the Sun Francisco’s skip- 
weren’t timid any more. those who eternity. Then the black water began per. The cruiser Atlanta had re- 
followed that battle already know, the t o  flicker with the reflection Of flame. ceived its deathblow and later was 
guns on the ships and the fighter Ships began to blow UP all over the scuttled. And the cruiser Juneau 
planes from the airfield all but an- Place. One minute the O’Bannon Was was badly damaged, reducing her 
nihilated those bombers. 1 think only fourth in a Column of little destroyers. speed. She was torpedoed later while 
one escaped; 9 were brought down by The next minute she was first in the we were making our way back to our 
the ships, 21 by the fighter planes. Column. The other three ships had base. 

It wasn’t so much pride as relief gone down 01 had been SO SeverlY dam- But what of the Japanese? In the 
that made the boys smile as we turned aged that they had fallen out of Our entire period of the battle of Guadal- 
back to  escort the transports and sup- battle line. canal they lost two battleships,, eight 
ply ships away. Everybody thought Then the order came to cease firing. cruisers, six destroyers, and eight 
we were going home. But we weren’t. Our force had to  reorganize, to  see transports loaded with troops. Four 
We on the bridge knew that two forces other J ap  transports were destroyed 
of the Japanese fleet were already on to maneuver. It was dangerous to by bombers and shellfire on the beach. 
their way down to Guadalcanal, one continue firing. By this time you We had gone into battle on the 
to bombard Henderson Airfield out of couldn’t tell friend from foe. A ship morning of November 12 when the 
existence, the other to cover the land- in flames sometimes has no identity. airplanes attacked. Then men of the 
ing of troops above the Marine lines A great, burning battleship suddenly O’Bannon hardly had a wink of sleep 

< to destroy their beachhead once and swung across our course. We were until November 15, when we returned 
for all time. so close we almost collided with her. to base. They were tense, shocked, 

Page 21 

Official U. S. Navy photograph 

where we were. I turned and began 



terribly tired. Of course, they were 
proud that they had been givencredit 
for hits on a battleship and a cruiser, 
but they were f a r  from happy. This, 
then, was it, riding up in a tiny ship 
between row on row of frightfully su- 
perior Japanese men-o’-war and trying 
to sink them? A sea full of burning 
ships and drowning men instead of a 
soda a t  the corner drugstore and a 
pretty girl coming down the street. 
So this was the foe, with its suppos- 
edly inferior ships and its treacherous 
little sailors. Whew! 

It was a relief to the men that they 
had come out of their first battle with- 
out shedding blood. But for the future 
it still left bloodshed to  the imagina- 
tion. 

A very pleasant memory of that  
battle, however, was of the light 
cruiser Helena, with which the O’Ban- 
non had the honor to  serve through 
many a battle until July 7, 1943, 
when she went down with her guns 
still firing. It is seldom that the crew 
of one ship idolizes another, but it 
happened in the case of O’Bannonand 
Helena. The two ships worked to- 
gether beautifully in all actions. On 
the terrible night of November 12-13. 
it was the Helena that fired upon the 
enemy first, that inflicted some of the 
worst damage upon him, that seemed 
to be running to everybody’s rescue 
all of the time, protecting embattled 
destroyers as if they were her little 
brothers. 

We had hardly returned to  base 
when we were ordered out again-up 
to Guadalcanal. My God, they said, 
wasn’t it over get? No. It hadn’t 
begun. We went up again and again. 
Sleepless and stunned, we would come 
down from battle or bombing, only to 
refuel, load ammunition and supplies, 
and turn the prow northward to the 
shoals of death. When I was given 
command of the ship, I found it pretty 
hard to  cheer up the men when we 
set out a t  night again after only a 
few hours in port. Everybody could 
see what direction we were heading 
in, but they didn’t want to  believe 
what they saw. 

I soon discovered that it was a good 
thing, before we blacked out the ship 
preparatory to  entering dangerous 
water, to tell the crew, over the loud- 
speaker system, just what to expect. 
I am not a t  all oratorical. I have never 
preached or exhorted. I just told them 
h a matter-of-fact way and voice 
Eomething like this: 

“Men, we probably will intercept a 
light Japanese task force at about 
10:30 o’clock tonight. Sleep a little if 
you can, until the call for battle sta- 
tions. Whatever you do, don’t worry. 
Leave that to me.” 

Cheerless as these little talks were, 
I am surprised a t  what they did for 
the morale of the crew. I had been 
making these talks a long time when, 
one night, I forgot to tell them what 
to expect. My quartermaster came to  
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battle record a f i i  &etu would be Proud of. 

me and said, “Captain, the men are O‘Bannon had not yet realized herself. 
standing around the loudspeakers The tension which a t  first affected the 
waiting for your talk.” I was sur- very young now began to tell on the 
prised. But I soon discovered that they older ones, some with children at 
had become almost superstitious about home. 
these cannonside chats. Some of them One older man came to  me one night, 
felt that it was a ritual necessary to in tears. “Captain,” he said, “I can’t 
victory, that  without it they might be go back up there. I can’t endure it. 
sunk. Don’t you see, sir, we’re up here until 

One night, on a particularly hazard- we’re dead.’! 
ous expedition, I hesitated to tell them It was a chilling statement. A lot  
into what grave danger they were go- of us had begun to  feel that we were 
ing. It was unwise, tense as we al- up there until we were dead, that we 
ways were, to go into details. We had were the sacrifice that must be made 
a chance of coming out of it, and until new ships could be built and sent 
there was no reason to  worry every- and new men could be trained. 
body. We couldn’t stop the expedition “we all hate it. 
just  because it Was going t o  be t!ugh: We all want to go home. We can’t 

CLI know;, I 
I - .  

lPPb them with H e  knew what I meant. He got con- 1 
trol of himself. *inking water before battle. 

This remark of mine, as we grew We were then members of what 
tougher and tougher, became one of came to be known as  the “Cactus 
the stock jokes of the O’Bannon. Striking Group,” a little band of de- 
Whenever, in our brief periods of rest, stroyers which shuttled back and forth 
we had what we call in the Navy a between our base and Guadalcanal, at- 
“Happy Hour,” an entertainment giv- tempting to  intercept the so-called 
en by all who can perform, I was bur- “Tokyo Express,” which came down 
lesqued at a wooden mike saying, ‘‘It’s almost nightly to shell our position 
going to  be chilly tonight.” there, o r  reinforce their troops. We 

One night when I said, “We may had to  fight them off if we meant to 
meet a light Japanese task force at save the men of Guadalcanal, because 
10:30 o’clock,’’ i t  was reported t o  me Guadal was the keystone of civiliza- 
that  a big Swedish machinist’s mate tion. If we held that, we could event- 
had said, “Ja, light battleships, light ually fight up through the sea front 
heavy cruisers and light barges that at New Ireland and New Britain, 
make 45 knots an hour.” which, thank God, we are now doing. 

This humor relief was helpful in But we had t o  stand more than men 
our long period of strain, but the ordinarily can endure. 
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Official U. S. Navy photograph 

THE HELENA (r ight ) ,  her fatal flames lightimg the waters of Kula 
Gulf ,  burms just before sinkimg om the mormimg of  6 July 1943. AB- 
other U .  S. warship, gums blazimg away at the ememy, stamds by, 

We nad no chaplain aboard, al- 
though on occasions one visited our 
ship. Many of the men prayed with- 
out embarrassment. Nobody chided 
them. Approximately a third were 
Catholics and wore rosaries and scapu- 
lars. My boy always saw to  it that 
my St. Christopher medal was never 
from around my neck. One of the 
crew, with his rosary around his neck, 
was nearly struck by a shell frag- 
ment. That rosary never left his 
body after that. B u t  still it was tough, 
even with humor and religion. It was 
tough to be out there until you were 
dead. 

Then the transformation began to  
take place. Through the awful nights 
of bombing, the exchange of shots‘ 
with cowardly ships, the sickening 
vigil, the breaking strain, hate began 
to emerge: “What right have they to 
be doing this to us? They are pound- 
ing at this beautiful little ship until 
they smash it. We will smash them. 
We are not here until we are dead. 
They are here until they are dead.” 

Then the men of the O’Bunnon 
really began to fight. They no longer 
thought of the green hills, the sodas, 
the pretty girls. They became hunt- 
ers. They were no longer the hunted. 
The steel in their hearts was at last 
tempered. 

One day we came upon two Jap- 
anese in the water, an airplane pilot 
and his wounded observer, floating in 
their life jackets. The observer was 
near a t  hand; we brought him aboard. 
He died. We called to  the pilot to 
swim over. He wouldn’t come, so we 
put out a boat to get him. We always 
cover such an operation with a ma- 

chine gun. As our boat approached 
him, he yanked a pistol from his life 
belt and pointed it at our men. The 
machine gunner let him have it. We 
recovered the pistol. The pin had hit 
the shell. The shell didn’t explode. 
The pilot and the pistol had been in 
the water for about nine hours. 

What manner of man was this who 
could fire upon his rescuers, his bene- 
factors? O r  was he not human? The 
most depraved man of the Western 
World would not do anything like that. 
So these were the treacherous beasts 
who had made life almost unbearable? 
Well, the men of the O’Bannon would 
see about that. They did. Their hate 
grew. They trusted no Jap., And the 
Japs no longer trust them. They swim 
away when boats t ry  to pick them up. 

As I sat some nights in my chair 
on the bridge, bound for some combat 
in the dark, I used to while away the 
hours thinking about theoretical prob- 
lems of strategy. What would I do, 
I would think, if I came upon a sur- 
faced Japanese submarine in enemy 
waters, traveling at this o r  that  speed 
in such and such a direction. 

One night I met her. We got close 
enough t o  read the numbers on her 
conning tower; then we let her have 
it. We sank her with our guns. The 
crew were jubilant. Who was going 
t o  die now? We had fought battle after 
battle; we were still afloat, unhurt. 
And we had sunk a sub in a running 
fight. 

At dusk one day as we lay in port, 
the boys on the O’Bunnon saw a task 
force slip out and head north. They 
waited hopefully for us to weigh an- 
chor, but we made no move. Then one 

lad came up to me and said, “Aren’t 
we going, too?” 

“Not tonight,” I said. 
“What’s the matter, Captain?” he 

said with a tremor in his voice. “Are 
we slipping?” 

I’knew then the tide had turned. 
The boys of the O’Bannon were jealous 
of the privilege of fighting the Japs. 

The crew were so cocky by the time 
we took our first holiday in Sydney, 
Australia-a nine-day leave in April 
1943-that I felt it wise to ask them 
all not to boast while ashore. Other 
crews might resent it. They had re- 
ceived enough acclaim, and I didn’t 
want any scraps in defense of the 
honor of the O’Bannon. They could 
save the fighting for the Japs. I told 
them I would make a release for the 
press; that  would suffice. 

When they returned-only two men 
out of the entire complement failed 
to come aboard the ship at the time 
appointed, a remarkable record-one 
of them brought a little wire-haired 
terrier, a pup named Peggy. Peggy 
thenceforward had several hundred 
masters. She was the sweetheart of 
fighting men, and they looked after 
her as  jealously as  the Helena looked 
out after us when we were together 
on a mission. Once, during a battle 
while she was leaping and barking 
with excitement, she jumped from the 
superstructure and broke her leg on 
the steel deck. That was our first and 
only serious casualty. 

The ship’s doctor bound her leg with 
splints and plaster, and soon she was 
hobbling around the deck again. Some 
of the boys decorated her with a medal 
for her bravery. When we returned 
to the States I had to give her away. 
Quarantine, I knew, would not pass 
her. It was a very sad parting. 

Peggy, I think, would have been an 
impossible mascot when we were first 
commissioned. Everybody was so busy 
thinking about his life that he could 
not have admitted a terrier pup to 
his heart. When Peggy did arrive, the 
crew of the O’Bunnon were no longer 
concerned with themselves. They were 
interested in bigger things. 

I cannot in this space recount all of 
the battles in which the O’Bunnm par- 
ticipated-five surface engagements, 
seven bombardments of shore positions, 
three rescue operations, numerous 
fights with airplanes, and innumerable 
convoy assignments. We have been 
credited for helping sink a battleship, 
three cruisers and six destroyers. But 
there is one battle about which I must 
tell to enable you to  understand the 
complete fulfillment of the men of the 
O’Bunnon as Americans and as  gallant 
fighting men. 

We were war-weary when orders 
came, early in July 1943, t o  head 
northward again into the dangerous 
waters of the Solomons. We had been 
going up almost every night for a 
week and we felt due for a rest. But 
there we were heading northward. 
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UNCOVERING AT SERVICES 
SIR: In the August issue, the INFORMA- 

TION BULLETIN’S excellent article on war- 
time military courtesy says (page 3 0 ) :  
“Strictly speaking, officers and men do not 
uncover in the open except for divine wor- 
ship, funerals and other religious cere- 
monies.’’ Could you indicate exactly when 
they uncover?-H. F. G., Comdr., USNR. 

During religious services topside aboard 
ship and during formal religious ceremonies 
outdoors ashore (such as Easter sunrise 
service) ofSLcers and men remain uncovered 
throughbut the whole ceremony. 

Durina funerals. officers and men remain 
covered ~ while in ’ tKe open, and uncover 
upon entering the church. During burial 
at sea, they remain covered throuqhout the 
service. 

I n  general, a military man uncovers dur- 
ing a religious ceremony but remains cov- 
ered. during, a military ceremony. Church 
servaces, cavalian funerals or burial services 
which the oflcer or man attends as a friend 
or relatave rather than as a representative 
of the Navy, are religious cerenzonies. 
Military funerals and burial at sea are 
regarded as malitary ceremon;ies. 

As f o r  saluting, when called for,  an ojjicer 
or man salutes rather than uncovers at a 
military ceremony, as that i s  his traditional 
mark of respect. However as a participant 
at a nonmilitary funeral & burial service 
he may, i f  he wishes, follow the civiliai; 
custom and uncover (rather than salute) 
when such honors are called for  as during 
the procession to the grave, th; lowering 
of the body, etc. 

I t  should be noted that Jewish custona 
calls for  remaining covered during all re- 
ligious ceremonies, and that therefore the 
rules regarding uncovering as stated above 
do not apply to Jewish personnel who de- 
sire to observe their own precepts.-ED. 

DISCHARGES OVERSEAS 
SIR: Will it  be possible at the end of 

the war for an  enlisted man, upon his own 
request to be mustered out of *the Navy 
in a foieign country if on duty in or near 
that country at tke time?-H. H. S.. 
PhMSc, USNR. 

Under Article 1689 o f  Navy  Regs a man 
may  upon his own written request, be dis- 
char$ed outside of the U.S I n  doing so 
he waives all c l a m  for  tra’lzsportation at 
government expense to the U.S. and all 
consular aid.-ED. 

AIR BOMBER TRAINING 
SIR: What are my chances for becom- 

ing an  air  bomber? I entered the Navy in 
September 1942.  After boot training, I 
served at two air statlons. I was assigned 

.to a fighter training squadron and in July 
1943 was advanced to AM3c. Last No- 
vember, I entered V-12. This July I will 
be transferred to other duty because of 
failing grades due partially to illness.- 
E.M.E.. USNR. 
e Only a small quota of AOMs are selected 
for  training as air bombers, so the odds 
would be greatly agrainst you, in view of 
*lour A M  rating.-ED. 

TRAVELS WITH MAIL 
SIR: For  the w m t  five months I have 

been authorized by my commanding officer 
to regularly fiy with the mail to San Cle- 
mente and San Nicholas Island. These 
islands are over 1 0 0  miles past the three 
mile limit. Am I authorized to:  (1) re- 
ceive flight pay: ( 2 )  wear American area 
ribbon; ( 3 )  wear a i r  wings, and (4 )  re- 
ceive additional mustering-out pay?- 
A.F.S., Sp(M)lc. 
0 (1) No. See BuPers Circ. Ltr. 102-J.8 
(N.D.B. cum. ed., 4 2 - 3 1 3 ) .  (8) Yes. (5) 
No. See BuPers Circ. Ltr. 174-44 (N.D.B. 
30 June 1944, 4 4 - 7 4 7 ) .  ( 4 )  The rights. fo; 
nausterzng-out pay can not be determaned 
until discharge, when all service can be 
examined.-ED. 

SPECIALISTS(F) SPECIALISTS (F) 
SIR: Can a SP (F) 3c (Are flghter) be 

put in charge of training recruits? Is so, 
shouldn’t he be given a CPO rating?- 
W.M.H.. USNR. 

SIR: Can a SP (F) 3c (Are flghter) be 
put in charge of training recruits? Is so, 
shouldn’t he be given a CPO rating?- 
W.M.H.. USNR. 

To your jirst question, Yes. The ratang 
i s  primarily for fire-fighter instructors who 
are used mainly to train men for  fighting 
shzpboard fires. To the second questiolz: 
No, advancement depends upon recommen- 
dation of commanding o$Fcer fulfillment 
of requirements and upon 6xistence of 
wacancies in  COmplement.-ED, 



A summary of the regulations governing the issuance and 
wearing of awards now designated for naval personnel 

IN this special eight-page section the 
INFORMATION BULLETIN gives in 

brief form the rules about decorations, 
medals and ribbons awarded to  naval . 
personnel-what they are given for, 
how you wear them, who awards them, 
what they look like. 

Also included is information on 
stars, service clasps and letters worn 
with the ribbons; the wearing of 
Army, merchant marine and foreign 
decorations; the relative standing of 
awards, and a list of all Presidential 
Unit Citations announced to date. 

During time of war, only the ribbon 
bars of the decorations and medals 
are worn, even for full-dress occasions. 
Reproductions of these in full color 
will be found on the center spread. 

Three new decorations appear there 
that were not in the earlier INFORMA- 
TION BULLETIN article of March 1943 : 
the Bronze Star Medal, the Commen- 
dation Ribbon and the United States 
of America Typhus Commission Medal. 
Details of the first two will be found 
in “Table af Naval Decorations and 
Regulations,” opposite page 36; the 

MANNER IN WHICH 
RIBBONS ARE WORN 

Ribbons of decorations, medals 
and badges are worn in horizontal 
rows of three each, if you have that 
many, the rows to be ?4 inch apart. 
Any row with less than three rib- 
bons becomes the top row and is 
centered over the row or rows be- 
neath it. 

They are to be worn on the left 
breast clear of the lapel, as  f a r  as  
practicable. The upper edge of the 
main, or bottom, row should be on 
a line one inch below the point of 
the shoulder (a point halfway be- 
tween top and b o t t o m  of the 
shoulder ioint. where your sleeve 
is joined): ‘ 

The arrangement by seniority 
(see table on opposite page) is 
from the top down and from in- 
board outboard. For wearing of 
Army or foreign decorations, see 
next page. 

Drawings below show manner of 
wearing : 
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third appears $ “Decorations, Med- 
als and Badges, opposite page 41. 

Although these two sections give the 
basic information on most awards, 
further information on some of them 
will be found on other pages. This in- 
formation covers questions frequently 
asked by naval personnel concerning 
area campaign ribbons, the American 
Defense Service Medal, Presidential 
Unit Citations, Army medals, etc. 

STARS, SERVICE CLASPS, etc. 
Gold, silver or bronze stars; service 

clasps; and letters (such as “A” and 
“W”) are authorized to be worn on 
various medals and service ribbons. 
Numerals are not authorized. 

No more than one decoration of the 
same type may be awarded to any 
one person, but in lieu of a subse- 
quent award of the same decoration, 
a gold star is awarded, to be worn on 
the ribbon. 

Stars, clasps and letters are author- 
ized for other medals and ribbons as 
follows: 

Expeditionary Medal (Navy, Marine 
Corps): a bronze star for each expe- 
dition in excess of one. Navy and Ma- 
rine Corps personnel who served in the 
defense of Wake Island, 7 to 22 Dec. 
1941, wear a silver “W” on the ap- 
propriate Expeditionary Medal ribbon. 

Victory Medal (World War service 
medal) : service clasps and battle 
clasps, to be worn on the ribbon of the 
medal, are authorized for each person 
who performed any of the duties desig- 
nated in BuPers Manual, Art. A-1037, 
par. (2). Clasps for service on ships 
a re  awarded as shown in the list in 
par. (5) of the same article. 

No one is entitled to more than one 
service clasp, or  to  more than one 
Meuse-Argonne battle clasp. A bronze 
star is worn on the service ribbon bar 
in lieu of any clasp authorized. 

When any person has been com- 
mended by the Secretary of the Navy, 
as a result of the recommendation of 
the board of awards, for performance 
of duty during World War I not jus- 
tifying the award of a Medal of 
Honor, a Distinguished Service Medal 
o r  a Navy Cross, he wears a silver 
star for each such citation. 

A bronze Maltese cross is placed on 
the service ribbon for those officers 
and men of the Marine Corps and 
Medical Corps, United States Navy, 
who were attached to the American 
Expeditionary Forces in France any 
time between 6 April 1917 and 11 Nov. 
1918, and who are not entitled to any 
battle clasp provided for by General 
Order No. 83, War Department, 30 
June 1919. 

American Defense Service Medal: 
a service clasp, “Fleet” or “Base,” is 
worn on the ribbon of the medal by 
those who, between 8 Sept. 1939 and 
7 Dec. 1941, inclusive, performed du- 
ties set forth below. No person is en- 
titled to more than one such clasp. 

(a) Fleet.-For service on the high 
seas while regularly attached to any 
vessel or aircraft squadron of the At- 
lantic, Pacific or Asiatic Fleets; t o  in- 
clude vessels of the Naval Transpor- 
tation Service and vessels‘ operating 
directly under the Chief of Naval op- 
erations. 

(b) Base.-For service on shore at 
bases and naval stations outside U. S. 
continental limits. (Includes duty in 
Alaska.) 

A bronze star is worn on the service 
ribbon in lieu of .any clasp authorized. 

Navy, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard personnel who served on vessels 
in actual or potential belligerent con- 
tact with Axis forces in the Atlantic 
Ocean (as listed i n  BuPers Manual, 
Art. A-1042) wear a bronze “A” on 
their service ribban in lieu of the 
bronze star. 

Naval Reserve personnel on train- 
ing duty under orders must have 
served at least 10 days in such duty. 
Persons ordered to active duty for 
physical examination and subsequently 
disqualified are not entitled to the 
American Defense Service Medal. Re- 
serve officers ordered t o  ships of the 
fleet for training dnty (cruise) and 
officers serving on board ships for tem- 
porary additional duty from shore sta- 
tions are not considered “regularly at- 
tached” and are not entitled to the 
fleet clasp. 

Area campaign medals (American; 
European-African-Middle E a s t e r n ; 
Asiatic-Pacific): a bronze star is worn 
on the service ribbon for certain au- 
thorized operations and engagements 
(complete list to date appeared in the 
INFORMATION BULLETIN, October 1944; 
p. 66). For five or more such opera- 
tions or engagements, a sliver star is 
worn on the ribbon in lieu of each five 
bronze stars authorized. 

Good Conduct Medal: a Good Con- 
duct Medal is issued as  the first award 
to an individual and a pin.for each 
subsequent award. A bronze star is 
worn on the service ribbon for each 
good-conduct pin that is received. 

~ 

NAVY HAS HONORED 
18,042 IN THIS WAR 

Medals, decorations and ribbons 
awarded during the current war 
to personnel of the Navy, Marine 
Corps and Coast Guard and by the 
Navy to personnel of the Army 
and of foreign nations: 
Medal of Honor. .  . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . 56 
Navy Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,687 
Distinguished Service Cross (Army) 40 
Distinguished Service Medal. . . . . . 146 
Legion of Merit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,003 
Legion of Merit (to foreigners). . . 115 
Silver Star Medal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3,319 
Distinguished Flying Cross. . . . . . .1,973 
Navy and Marine Corps Medal. . .1,584 
Soldier’s Medal (Army). . . . . . . . . . 45  
Bronze Star Medal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,176 
Air Medal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5,283 
Commendation Ribbon . . . , . . . . . .1,611 
Life-Saving Medal ... . . . . . . . . . . . 4 





Vessels. and Units Which Have Won 
PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATIONS 

Vessel or Unit Type Date of  Action 
USS Alchiba Freighter Aug.-Dee. 1942 
USS Atlanta Cruiser 12-13 Nov. 1942 
USS Bernadou . Destroyer 8 Nov. 1942 
USS Bowfin Submarine 2d war oatrol (no 

date indicated) 
USS Buchanan Destroyer 7 Aug. 1942 to 26 

PPh 1944 
~ -- - -  

USS Cole Destroyer 8 N O ~ .  1942 
USS Dallas Destroyer 10 Nov. 1942 
USS Enterprise Carrier 7 Dee. 1941 t o  1 5  

Nov. 1942 
First Marine Division 7 Aug. to 9 Dec. 

USS Greenling Submarine May to Dee. 1942 

USSGuardfish Submarine Mav to Dee. 1942 

(Reinforced) 1042 

( 3  war patrols) 

(2 war patrols) 
USS Gudgeon Submarine 7 Dee. 1941 to 2 5  

April 1943 
(Arst seven war 

uss Haddock 

USS Houston 

USS LafPey 

USSLCI(L) 1 

Submarine 
patrols) 

2d. 5th. 6th. 7th 

Cruiser 

Destroyer 

Landing Craft, 
Infantry 

~ bar patrols' (no 
dates indicated) 

7 Dee. 1941 to 28 
Feb. 1942 

15 Seot. to 13 
Nov.'1942 

July 1943 

(Large) 
MTB Squadrons 1 2  and 2 1  Oct 1943 to March 

1944 
marine Aircraft Group 22 Jiine 1942 
USS Maury Destroyer 1 Peh. 1948 to 6 

AUR 1943 
USS McFarland Seaplane tender 20 June to  16 Oet. 

1942 
USS Nautilus Submarine Three war patrols 

(no dates indi- 
cated) 

6 June 1944 Navy Combat Demolition 
Unit of Force "0" 

USS Nicholas Destroyer 3uly 1943 
USS O'Bannon Destroyer 7 Oct. 1942 to  7 

Oct. 1943 

Vessel or Unit Type Date of Action 
USS Rndford Destroyer July 1943 
USS Sailfish Submarine 10th war patrol 

(no date indi- 

USS San Cruiser 

Second Marine Division (Rein- 
Francisco 

forced) : 

cated) 

Nov. 1942 

Nov. 1943 

11-12 Oct. and 13 

20 Nov. t o  24 

Division Ueadnmrtws 
Special Troops iincluding Co. 
"C," 1st Corps Medium 
Tank Battalion) 

Service Troops 
2d. 6th. 8th. 10th and 18th 

Maritie Rprimmpnts 
26 Oct. 1942 
27 July to 25 Oct. 

1943 

Torpedo Carrier 

USS Trigger Submarine 

USS Trout Subma:ine 

Squadron 8 
(USS Bornet) 

VIJ SquBdron 104 

VP Squadrons 11, 34 and 52 

USS Wahoo Submarine 

4 June 1942 

5th, 6th and 7th 
-war patrols (no 

dates indicated) 
Numerous success- 

ful war patrols 
(no dates indi- 
cated) 

1 5  Aug. 1943 t o  
19 Mar. 1944 

15 Sept. 1943 to 
1 Feb. 1944 

1 6  Jan. to 7 Feb. 
1943 

Wake Detachment: 8 to  22 Dee. 1941 
First Defense Battalion, Mar- 

ine Fighting Squadron 2 1 1  
of Marine Aircraft Group 
21, Army and naval person- 
nel present. 

List includes all citations announced as of 1 Oct. 1944. 

ommended for good-conduct awards 
after each three-year period of con- 
tinuous active service in time of na- 
tional emergency and/or war. 

Good-conduct pins are worn on the 
ribbon of the medal. One bronze star 
is worn on the service ribbon for each 
good-conduct pin received. 

For service terminating on or after 
1 July 1921 and prior t o  1 July 1931, 
good-conduct awards will %e made in 
accordance with the requirements as  
to  marks and recommendations in ef- 
fect a t  the time of service and in ac- 
cordance with service requirements as  
follows : 

(,a) For f i r s t  enlistment of fo r  minority 
enlistment, provided the enlistment IS ex- 
tended or  upon reenlistment within three 
mnntha 

he should take the question up with his 
CO. If a further ruling or interpreta- 
tion is required, the question should 
be referred through channels to  Bu- 
Pers and will receive immediate atten- 
tion. 

SERVICE STRIPES are worn by 
enlisted men on the left sleeve on coats 
and jumpers. One service stripe is 
worn for  each four years of active 
service in regular Navy o r  Naval Re- 
serve. Although not a decoration or 
medal, the service stripe is included 
in this section because of its relation 
to the Good Conduct medal (above). 

The stripes are seven inches long, 
of scarlet cloth when worn on blue 
clothes, of blue twill when worn on 
whit0  lrhnlri nr ornv filnthoa --."..I-.U. 

( b )  For f i r s t  enlistment if  honorably "---' ------* "- a-uJ L.*""*-'.U* 
discharged from service begun in the 
Naval Reserve Force and c o n t i n u e d  in the diagonally OClOSS the outside of the 
regular Navy by t r k n s f e r ,  provided that forearm at an angle of 45". On 
the service in the Navy is of not less than 
two years' duration and,that reenlistment 'Oats, the lower end Of the stripe 
is under continuous servlce. shall be not less than two inches from 

(6) For a second or subsequent e n l i s t -  the cuff end of the sleeve; on jumpers, 
ment, previous enlistment having termin- it shall be four inches above the upper 

edge of the cuff. ated with honorable discharge. Continu- 
ous service is not necessary. 

Stripes are stitched On the 

( d )  Upon discharge from an extension Gold lace service stripes are worn 
g i  yfirT.a:: $Le: ~ t , $ t & , ~ ~ p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  (1) by enlisted men holding three con- 
t h a t  basic e n l i s t m e n t  would have termi- 
nated with an honorable discharge. 12 years' continuous service during 

( e )  For a constructive enlistment of 
four years (or three years and nine 
months) active duty begun in the regular 
Navy and continued in the Naval Reserve 
( c l a s s e s  F3. F 4  and F5), or where a re- 
tired man is recalled ana completes not 
less than three years and nine months ac- 
tive duty. 

For service ending before 1 July 
1921, see BuPers Manual, Art. A-1046. 

If a man has any question about his 
eligibility for a good-conduct award 

secutive good-conduct awards or with 

which does not seem to  be covered here BURGEE PENNANT DESIGN FOR 
or in BuPers Manual, Art. A-1046, PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION 
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which time records have been main- 
tained with marks and qualifications 
equivalent to those necessary for the 
receipt of good-conduct awards, pro- 
vided that in no case shall a man with 
less than 12 years' service be entitled 
to  wear the gold lace stripes; (2) by 
enlisted men of the Naval Reserve who 
perform, continuous active duty, main- 
tain the required marks, and meet the 
foregoing qualifications. 

UNIT CITATIONS 
The Presidential Unit Citation may 

be awarded to any ship, aircraft or 
other naval unit, and to any Marine 
Corps aircraft, detachment, o r  higher 
unit, for outstanding performance in 
action on or after 16 Oct. 1941. 

Under original regulations, the rib- 
bon could not be worn until after the 
second unit citation. This was modified 
by Alnav 137-43 as follows: 

(1) When a unit has received the 
Presidential Unit Citation all person- 
nel serving in that unit during the oc- 
casion for which cited, o r  any part 
thereof, wear the citation ribbon with 
one star permanently, regardless of 
where they serve. 

(2) Such personnel wear an addi- 
tional star for each additional citation 
of the unit upon which they serve dur- 
ing the occasion for which the unit is 
cited, whether it be the same or an- 
other unit. 

(3) Personnel who subsequently join 
a unit which has been cited wear the 
plain citation ribbon without star and 
only while attached to that unit. 

(4) Flag officers and members of 
their staffs serving in a unit upon the 
occasion for which cited, or any part 
thereof, are included in the citation. 

When medals are worn, the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation is worn Bn the 
right breast; otherwise, on the left, 
with other ribbons. 

The insignia for units cited is a bur- 
gee pennant of blue, gold and scarlet 
(see drawing). Ships, aircraft and 
tank units, etc., display a bronze 
plaque with this design centered above 
the engraved citation (individual 
planes and tanks may paint the design 
in a suitable place). For companies, 
battalions, regiments, etc., a battle 
streamer is authorized, with the cita- 
tion engraved upon the standard. 

In time of peace, ships may also fly 
the pennant itself, and may display 
a painted pennant of insignia design 
from some place on the top hamper so 
as to be visible to other units. 

If a unit is cited more than once, 
a blue star is added for each extra 
citation, up to a total of five stars. 

Commanders of forces afloat make 
recommendations t o  the Secretary of 
the Navy via official channels for the 
Presidential Unit Citation for units of 
their commands deemed worthy of it. 
Units must perform services in action 
above and beyond the high standard 
expected of our forces and outstand- 
ing as compared to services of com- 
parable units in the same o r  similar 
actions. 

A complete list of Presidential Unit 
Citations announced to date appears 
on this page. As further units are 
cited, the notices will appear as usual 
on Decorations and Citations pages. 



T A B L E  O F  N A V A L  D E C O R A T I O N S  A N D  R E G U L A T I O N S  

Name of meda 
and rihhon 

Medal of Honor. 

Medal of Honor 
(1917-!8) (no 
longer issued). 

Navy Cr os...--... 

*:* , 
Distih@ished 

Service Medal 

Legion of Merit.. 

Silver Star Meda 

Distinguished 
Flying Cross. 

Navy and Marii 
Corps Medal 

Bronze Star Med: 

Air Medal ............ 

Commendation 
Ribbon. 

Purple Hea rt...... 

Specially Merito 
ous Medal, W 
with Spain (I 
longer issued). 

Presidential Unit 
Citation. 

Authorized by: 

Act of 21 Dec. 
1861: act of 3 

-___- 

Mar.'1901; act of 
3 Mar 1915. act 
of4Fei1.1919'; act 
of 7 Aug. 1942, 
which supersedes 
above acts. 

Act of 4 Feb. 1919. 

Act of 4 Feh. 1919; 
act of 7 Aug. 
1942. 

Act of 4 Feh. 1919. 
act of 7 Aug: 
1942. 

Act of 20 July 
1942. Executive 
Order No. 9260 
of 29 Oct. 1942. 

Act of 7 Ang. 1942. 

Act of 2 July 1926 
Exec. Order No 
4576 of 28 Jan 
1927. Exec. Ordei 
No.<786 of 8 Jan 
1938. 

Act of 7 Aug. 1942. 

Exec. Order No. 
9419 of 4 Feh. 
1944. 

Exec. Order No. 
9158 of 11 May 
1942.Gen. Order 
No. '175 of 27 

June  1942. 

Alnav 11-44, 11 
Jan. 1944. 

Exec. Order No. 
9277 of 3 Dec. 
1942; Gen. Order 
No. 186 of 21 
Jan. 1943. 

Act of 3 Mar. 1901. 

Exec. Order 9050 
of 6 Feb. 1942; 
Gen. Order 187 
of 3 Feb. 1943. 

Awarded to: 

Any person who, while in the naval service of the United States shall, in 
action involving actual combat with the enemy, or in the line of his 
profession, distinguish himself conspicuously by gallantry and in- 
trepidity a t  the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty and 
without detriment to  the mission. 

- 

Any person who, while in the naval service of the United States shall in 
action involving actual conflict with the enemy, distinguish himself :on- 
spicuously hy gallantry and intrepidity a t  the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty and without detriment t o  the mission. 

Any person serving with the naval service of the United States who dis 
tioguishes himself by extraordinary heroism in connection with military 
operations against an armed enemy. 

Any person who, while serving in any capacity with the Navy of the United 
States since 6 Apr. 1917, has distinguished himself by exeeptionallj 
meritorious service t o  the Government in a duty of great responsibility. 

Personnel of the armed forces of the United States and the Philippines: 
and personnel of the armed forces of friendly foreign nations who, sinct 
8 Sept., 1939, shall ,have distinguished themselves, by exc,eptionally 
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services. 

Any person who, while serving in any capacity with the Navy of the United 
States since 6 Dee. 1941, has distinguished himself conspicuously by 

allantry and intrepidity in action, not suffirient to  justify the award of 
&edal of Honor or Navy Cross; also cases of persons previously suh- 
mitted, recommended for Medal of Honor or Navy Cross or Distin- 
guished Service Medal, and who were turned down, may he reconsidered, 
all cases to  be considered on records now in Navy Department. 

of the 
Army, National Guard, and Organized Reserves, or with U.$ Navy 
Marine Corps or Coast Guard subsequent to  6 Apr. 1917 has distio: 
guished himself by heroism or extraordinary achievement $bile partici- 
pating in aerial flight. Members of military, naval, or air forces of foreign 
governments, while scrving with the United States. 

Any person who, whib serving in any capacity with the U. 5. Navy or M* 
rine Corps, including Reserves, shall have, since 6 Dec. 1941, distin- 
guished himself or herself by heroism not involving actual coo0iet with 
ao  enemy, or t o  any person to  whom the Secretary of the Navy has 
formerly awarded a letter of commendation for heroism, regardless of 
date, subject to  approval of the Board of Decorations and Medah. 

Any person who, while serving in any capacity with the Air Co 

Any person serving with Army, Navy, Marine Corps or Coast Guard on or 
after 7 Dee. 1941 who distinguishes himself by heroic or meritorious 
achievement or service, not involving participation in aerial Bight, in 
connection with military or naval operations against an enemy. 

Any person who, while serving with Army, Navy, Marine Corm or Coast 
Guard of the United States in any capacity, subsequent t o  8 Sept.,l939, 
distinguishes himself by meritorious achievement while participating in 
a n  aerial flight. 

All personnel of Navy Marine Corps and Coast Guard who receive an 
individualletter of cimmendation signed by SecNav Comineh CinePac 
or CincLant or a Fleet Commander of rank of Vied Admiral br above 
for an act of'heroism or service performed since 6 Dee. 1941 (but ribhod 
may not he worn for letters received after 11 Jan. 1944.nnless text sa 
authorizes, or for any letters from Fleet Commanders prior t o  13 Sept. 
1944). 

Persons wounded in action against the enemy of the United States while 
serving with the Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast Guard of the United 
States or as result of act of such enemy if wound necessitated treatmenl 
by medical o5cer. Also t o  next of kin if persons killed in action. 

Office? and men of the Navy and Marine Corps who rendered speciall, 
meritorious service, other than in battle, during the War with Spain. 

Any ship, aircraft, or naval units, any marine aircraft detachment or highei 
unit for outstanding performance in action on or after 16 Oct. 1941. 

W 

Awarded for: 

2omhat or 
noncombat. 

>ombat only. 

.......... do ........... 

:ombat or 
noncombat. 

......... do. 

:ombat only. 

2ombat or 
noncombat. 

Noncombat 
only. 

:ombat or 
noncombat. 

..do .......... 

.......... do .......... 

Combat only. 

Noncombat 
only. 

Combat only. 

Time limits for rpeommendations 
or awards 

Must be issued within 5 years from 
date of distinguished act, or rec- 
ommended within 3 years of act, 
or service. 

... do ............................................... 

Vo time limit ...................... 

Must be issued within 5 years from 
date of distinguished act or 
service. or recommended within 3 
years, except when awarded in 
cases reviously submitted and 
tnrnefdown for Medal of Honor, 
DSM, or Navy Cross. 

M u s t  be issued within 3 years from 
date of distinguished act or 
service, or recommended within 2 
years from date of act or service. 

Must he issued within 5 years from 
date of distinguished act or 
service, or recommended within 3 
years, except when awarded in 
lieu of a letter of commendation 
previously awarded for heroism. 

Yo time limit ..................................... 

.......... do ...... .............._________.__________.. 

\W 

Gratuity 

2 per month from 
date of dis- 
tinguished act, to 
enlisted men only. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

lo gratuity 
provided. 

2 per month from 
date of distin- 
guished act, for 
enlisted men only, 
since 6 Dec. 1941. 

2 per month from 
date of distin- 
guished act or ser- 
?ice, for enlisted 
men only. 

lo gratuity for 
services prior t o  
7 Dee. 1941; $2 
per month from 
date of distin- 
guished act, after 
7 Dee. 1941, for 
enlistedmen only. 

authorized. 
?o gratuity 

Do. 

Do; 

Dm 

Do: 

Do. 

NOTE-A gold star is 
,warded in lieu of a second 
,ward of thesame decoration. 
Sach additional award wh!ch 
arries a gratuity shall entitle 
he recinient to  further ad- 
litionalbay a t  the rate of $2 
)er listinguished month from act or date servlce of the for 

vhirh the award is made, and 
his shall continue thrqngh- 
)ut his active s e r v i c e ,  
vhether continuous or not. 









AREA CAMPAIGN MEDALS 
These are awarded to members of 

U. S. land and naval forces who, be- 
tween 7 Dec. 1941, inclusive, and a 
date 6 months after the end of the 
war, serve outside U. S. continental 
limits for 30 days (must be consecu- 
tive if on temporary or temporary ad- 
ditional duty; see detailed rules and 
explanations below). 

The three areas for which area 
campaign medals are awarded, and 
their geographical definitions (see also 
map above), are as follows: 

AMERICAN AREA. East boundary: 
From the  North Pole, south along the  
75th meridian west longitude to  the  
77th parallel north latitude, thence 
southeast‘ through Davis Strait  to  the  
intersection of the  40th paral!el north 
lati tude and the  35th merldlan west 
longitude thence south along t h a t  
meridian ’to the  10th parallel north lati- 
tude thence southeast  to  the intersec- 
tion’of the  equator and the 20th mer- 
idian west longitude thence along the  
20th meridian wes t ’  longitude to  the  
South Pole. 

West boundary: From the  North Pole, 
south along the  141st meridian west 
longitude to  the  eas t  boundary of 
Alaska thence south and southeast 
along ’the Alaskan boundary to  the  
Pacific Ocean, then south along the  
130th meridian t o  i ts  intersection with 
the 30th parallel north latitude, thence 
southeast  t o  the  intersecion of the  
equator and t h e  l0Oth meridian west 
longitude, thence south along the  100th 
meridian west longitude t o  the  South 
Pole. 

EUROPEAN-- AFRICAN - MIDDLE 
EASTERN AREA. East boimdary: 
From the  North Pole, south along the  
60th meridian, east  longitude t o  its 
intersertion with the  eastern border of 
I ran  thence south along t h a t  border 
t o  the  Gulf of Oman and the  intersec- 
tion of the  60th meridian east  longi- 
tude thence south along the  60th 
meridian east  longitude to the  South 
Pole. 

West boundary: Coincident wi th  t h e  
east boundary of t he  American ares- 

ASIATIC-PACIFIC area. Eaut bnimd- 
ary: Coincident with the  west boundary 
of the  American area. Went boundary: 
Coincident with the  eas t  boundary of 
t he  European-African-Middle Eastern 
area. 

Area compaign medals are author- 
ized under any one of the following 
conditions: 

(a) Sea duty.  Attached to and sew- 
ing on board a Navy or Coast Guard 
vessel, o r  any other to which regularly 

assigned, in the designated area, or  
as a member of an organization being 
transported for duty in an area aboard 
such vessels, for a period of 30 days. 
This service need not be continuous 
nor in the same vessel. 

(b) Shore duty.  Attached to and 
regularly serving on shore in a desig- 
nated area for a period of 30 days. 
Such service need not be continuous 
nor in the same locality, but must be 
within the designated area. 

(c) Any combination of (a) and (b) 
that will aggregate 30 days in a desig- 
nated area. 

(d) Patrols. Service in patrol ves- 
sels or  aircraft operating in o r  above 
ocean waters, provided the individual 
has been attached t o  such units for a 
period of 30 days and has performed 
regularly required patrols. This pro- 
vision is applicable even though the 
base from which such vessels o r  air- 
craft operate is within U. s. continen- 
tal limits. 

(e) Combat. In all cases where a ves- 
sel, aircraft or  other unit engages in 
combat with, attacks, or  is attacked 
by enemy forces, all personnel serving 
in that vessel, aircraft or  other unit 
immediately become eligible for the ap- 
propriate area medal without refer- 
ence to  the 30-day provision. However, 
the certain presence of enemy forces, 
especially in the case of enemy sub- 
marines, must be established. 

( f )  Haaardous duty.  Engaging in 
any service in a designated area which, 
in the opinion of the appropriate fleet 
or frontier commander o r  Command- 
ant, U. s. Marine Corps, is equally as 
hazardous as combat duty renders the 
individuals concerned immediately elig- 
ible for the appropriate area medal 
without reference to any time limita- 
tion. This applies to  such operations 
as  mine recovery and disposal, bomb 
disposal, or equally hazardous opera- 
tions. 

(g) Passengers. No individual en 
route in a purely passenger status be- 
comes eligible for any area medal un- 
less he or the means of conveyance 
is attacked by or engages in combat 
with the enemy, in which case he im- 
mediately becomes eligible. Patients in 

a hospital ship are considered attached 
to the ship rather than passengers. 

(h) Temporary o r  temporary addi- 
tional duty.  No person on such duty 
is eligible unless it includes a period 
of a t  least 30 days consecutive duty 
in a designated area o r  unless he en- 
gages in combat with o r  is subjected to 
attack by enemy forces. 

( i)  In any case, service which en- 
titled an individual to a clasp o r  star 
as defined in existing orders also en- 
titles him to the ribbon of the area 
in which the service is rendered. 

“Outside cor.:inental limits of the 
United States” means more than 
three miles offshore. Coastal duty in- 
side that area would not be considered 
outside continental limits. For the pur- 
poses of these medals, Alaska is con- 
sidered as  outside U. s. continental 
limits. 

Pending issue of the medals (after 
the war), service ribbons are author- 
ized to be worn in lieu of them. For 
participation in certain operations o r  
engagements, a bronze star is worn. 
A silver star is worn on the ribbon 
in lieu of each five bronze stars. 

A complete list of the only opera- 
tions and engagements for which stars 
have so f a r  been authorized appeared 
in the INFORMATION BULLETIN, October 
1944, p. 66. As future lists are author- 
ized, they will be printed in the BUL- 
LETIN. 

DELEGATED AUTHORITY 
FOR AWARDS 

The Commander in Chief, United 
States Fleet; the Commander in 
Chief, Pacific Fleet; the Com- 
mander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet; 
and the Commanders 3d, 4th, 7th, 
8th and 12th Fleets, have been dele- 
gated authority by the Secretary of 
the Navy to award the Navy Cross, 
the Legion of Merit, Silver Star 
Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, 
Bronze Star Medal, Navy and Ma- 
rine Corps Medal, Air Medal and 
Purple Heart. 

Commanders in chief may dele- 
gate their authority to make 
awards to any flag commands with- 
in their fleets when such delega- 
tion will work to  facilitate prompt- 
ness in making awards. 

Authority to award the Purple 
Heart may be delegated by fleet 
commanders to officers in the Navy 
and Marine Corps senipr to the 
rank of captain (colonel) who are 
exercising command, and to island 
commanders of the rank of captain 
(colonel). 

Authority to award the Commk‘n- 
dation Ribbon, previously confined 
to SecNav, Cominch, CincPac and 
CincLant, has been extended by Al- 
nav 179 to fleet commanders of the 
rank of vice admiral or above, ef- 
eective 13 Sept. 1944. Wearing of 
ribbon is not authorized for com- 
mendations by fleet commanders, 
other than a commander-in-chief, 
issued prior to this date. Delegated 
authority is not extended to  task- 
force commanders o r  other flag of- 
ficers not fleet commanders. 
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Official U. S. Navy p!ioto~raiiIi 

MEMORIAL on the beach a t  Tarawa stands in tribute to the Marines who 
gave their lives a year ago this month to take that Jap base in the Gilberts. 

shipping, which had sought shelter 
from these raids at Hong Kong, was 
discovered by the 14th AAF bombers. 
and a cruiser and thousands of tons of 
merchant shipping in the harbor were 
sunk. 

Officers of the 20th Air Force re- 
vealed that the huge Superfortresses 
carried six times the bomb load that 
could have been carried by an equal 
number of B-17s o r  B-24s, and that 
they traveled 2,300 miles on the For- 
mosa raids. Only one bomber ’was lost. 

With little fanfare and very limited 
facilities, the 14th AAF has been whit- 
tling away at Japanese shipping along 
the China coast. Since 1 Jan. 1944, 
Maj. Gen. Claire Chenault’s flyers 
have sunk 384,250 tons of shipping, 
probably sunk 107,600 tons and dam- 
aged 205,700 tons. A large part of 
this total was accounted for by B-24s 
in sweeps against Japanese shipping 
in Formosa Straits and along the 
southeast and south China coasts. 
Based on a three-month average, each 
ton of bombs the 14th dropped has 
probably sunk 482 tons of Japanese 
shipping. 

The only Japanese successes during 
October were advances toward Kwei- 
lin, site of a U. S. air  base, and the 
capture of Foochow, major port on 
China’s east coast opposite Formosa. 
In Burma, Indian troops captured 
Tiddim, the base from which the Jap- 
anese had launched their unsuccessful 
invasion of India early this year. 

Behind the Siegfried Line the 
Nazis resisted our advances fiercely 

at Aachen and other strong points, 
Aachen, one of the principal gateways 
into the Reich, stubbornly held out 
after spurning an American ultimatum 
to surrender or face destruction. A 
terrific aerial and artillery bombard- 
ment of 1,600 tons was unleashed on 
the city after the 12 October deadline 
passed, and the Yanks moved in. On 
20 October the city, with a pre-war 
population of 160,000, was taken by 
the U. S. 1st Army. 

At the north end of the 450-mile 
western front the Germans chalked up 
their biggest defensive success by 
forcing the withdrawal of the Allied 
airborne forces which had established 
a bridgehead across the lower Rhine 
at Arnhem. This was a tragedy for the 
6,000 o r  more sky troops that made the 
descent and fought in an “island of 
hell” fop 11 days. Only 2,000 straggled 
out, leaving behind 1,200 wounded and 
the remainder killed or captured. Nev- 
ertheless, the battle the 1st Airborne 
Division .had fought enabled Allied 

forces to Move in force across the 
Waal, larger branch of the Rhine, in 
a threat to  outflank the Siegfried Line. 

South of the Aachen sector the U. S. 
3d Army was fighting close-range bat- 
tles fo r  the small towns in the Metz 
system of fortifications. The 7th 
Army, before the Belfort Gap, was in 
a similar situation, making small but 
steady gains. 

The Canadian 1st Army pushed 
through the Netherlands in an effort 
t o  win for the Allies the use of the 
great port of Antwerp. Its objective 
was to clear the estuary of the Schelde 
River, below the port, where an esti- 
mated 15,000 Germans were holding 
out. Far behind the front lines, the 
Canadians captured Boulogne and 
Calais. 

On the eastern front there was a lull 
early in October as the Red Army con- 
centrated on its Balkall campaign. The 
Russians smashed 25 miles inside 
Czechoslovakia and crossed into Hun- 
gary. They joined forces with Marshal 
Tito in Yugoslavia and soon were 
fighting in the streets of Belgrade. A 
week later its capture was announced. 
Thai, on 8 October, Marshal Stalin 
announced that an offensive had been 
launched in Lithuania. The Red Army 
advanced 62 miles in four dags on a 
175-mile front and captured 2,000 
places. Riga, capital of Latvia, fell 
on 13 October, freeing two Red armies 
for action against East Prussia. That 
a push already had penetrated into 
East Prussia was admitted in German 
communiques. Far  to  .the north, in 
Finland, other Red Army troops took 
Petsamo and were helping the Finns 
to clear their country of remaining 
German troops. 

A terse announcement by the Polish 
radio on 3 October marked the end of 
the eric of Warsaw. In the shattered 
Polish capital, exhausted survivors of 
the patriot force that had risen to 
seize the city on the approach of the 
Red Army, gave up the hopeless strug- 
gle. For  63 days they had held out 
with hoarded rifles, machine guns and 
grenades against Nazi tanks, cannon 
and flame throwers. Allied planes had 
dropped food and arms, but with half 
of Warsaw leveled, a fifth of the popu- 
lation killed or wounded and no imme- 
diate hope of relief, the patriots under 
General Bor surrendered. 

To the south the U. S. 5th Army and 
the British 8th battered a t  the Gothic 
Line. On the east end of the line the 
British captured Rimini, which the 
Germans had made “impregnable” 
with concrete pillboxes, minefields and 
barbed-wire entanglements, and stood 
poised before the plains of Lombardy. 
The 5th sloshed through the mud to  
within nine miles of Bologna. 

CASUALTY FIGURES - I  
I Casualties among naval personnel through 20 October totaled 68,743. I Total since 7 Dec. 1941: 

Dead Wounded Missing* Prisoners” Total 
U. S. Navy . . . . . . . . .  1 7 . 8 2 9  8,497 8 , 5 5 2  2 , 5 3 7  37 ,415  
U. S .  Marine Corps. 8 ,738  18 ,870  9 2 0  1 , 9 4 3  3 0 , 4 7 1  
U. S. Coast Guard.. 5 2 2  1 9 4  1 4 1  0 857  - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  I Total .......... 27 ,089  2 7 , 5 6 1  9 ,613  4 , 4 8 0  68 ,743  I 

I -- I 

I A number of personnel now carried in the missing status undoubtedly are 1 prisoners of war not yet offlcially reported as such. 
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Official U. S. Coast Guard pliotoorapll 

FLOATING HANGAR: Navy blimp, operating from escort carrier in the 
Central Pacific, takes off.on a patrol mission. 

Ships 8z Stations 

A monument honoring the memories 
of Lieuts. Irwin W. Lee, USNR, and 
George W. Stephenson, USNR, was Un- 
veiled a t  dedication ceremonies for 
Camp Lee-Stephenson, NCTC, Quod- 
dy Village, Me., named for those two 
CEC officers, the first t o  give their 
lives in combat while serving with a 
Construction Battalion. They were 
killed on Rendova Island in the Solo- 
mons in July 1943. 
0 Frank Firuta, S ~ C ,  USNR, working 
on the motor of an airplane a t  NAAS, 
Green Cove Springs, Fla., blinked and 
rubbed his eyes, but “it” didn’t go 
away. The “it” was his name on the 
rocker-box of the Wildcat just where 
he had scratched it six months before 
while employed in the Eastern Divi- 
sion of General Motors Corp. a t  Lin- 
den, N. J., prior to  enlisting in the 
Navy. 
0 For Vincent J. Lee, AS, USN-I (SA),  
of Jersey City, N. J., it was three 
strikes and IN. Lee enlisted in No- 
vember 1942 but after several weeks 
recruit training a t  NTC, Bainbridge, 
Md., was discharged when the Navy 
discovered he was only 16. Six months 
later, upon reaching 17, he again en- 
listed and entered training a t  NTS, 
Newport, R. I., but was discharged 
after a few days because of poor eye- 
sight. Thirteen months later he was 
drafted. Now he’s at Bainbridge in Co. 

0 Equipped only with matches, small 
screws and a pot of glue, Donald Far- 
rington, TM2c, USNR, Highland Park, 
Mich., on duty a t  NAS, Kaneohe, T. 
H., took over 375 hours of his leisure 
time and constructed a model of the 
uss Astoria. Built on a scale of 1/16 
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of an inch to  one foot, the model is 
10 inches high, 36 inches long and 4 
inches wide. Nine thousand five hun- 
dred matches were used. 
0 It happened a t  NTC, Bainbridge, 
Md., according t o  the Mainsheet, sta- 
tion paper: 

The duty officer answered the phone 
in his office: 

“I’m John Smith, apprentice seaman 
of Co. 3124,” said the voice a t  the 
other end. “I’m in the fifth day of my 
nine-day recruit leave. Would it be all 
right if I came back to Bainbridge to- 
morrow?” 

the DO. 
“Where are you now, Smith?” asked. 

“Home, sir,” said Smith. 
“Well, what’s the trouble, Smith?” 
“I’m homesick, sir.” 
Skipper the Bear, mascot of NCBD 

3050, Camp Lee-Stephenson, Quoddy 
Village, Me., was placed on a strict 
diet following an illness which resulted 
from a shower of candy, ice cream 
and coca-cola, the gifts of well-mean- 
ing Seabees. 
@ A  15-minute noonday program of 
news and recorded music has been in- 
augurated a t  the Armed Guard Cen- 
ter, Brooklyn, N. Y., and reaches men 
on the main deck over the public ad- 
dress system during chow. 

A gun from the old uss New O r  
leans, salvaged from a junk pile by 
Chief Gunner Maurice Shea, USN, now 
decorates the west gate a t  Naval Re- 
pair Base, New Orleans, La. A Hotch- 
kiss semi-automatic Mark IV, the 
three-pounder was manufactured at 
the Washington Navy Yard. The New 
Orleans was placed out of commission 
a t  Mare Island Navy Yard in 1922. 
How the gun got to  New Orleans is a 
mystery, 

0 All manpower controls over veterans 
of the present war were abolished last 
month by Paul V. McNutt, chairman 
of the War Manpower Commission, 
leaving them free to obtain any kind 
of civilian work. Previously, veterans 
were exempt from manpower controls 
for 60 days after their discharge. Now 
they need no statement of availability 
from previous employers to change 
jobs. Also, they may be hired without 
going through the U. S. Employment 
Service. 

About 5,000,000 persons will be 
changing jobs in the year following 
Victory-in-Europe day, the Office of 
War Information estimates, but a sub- 
stantial part of these workers will be 
absorbed in reconversion of ind 
The report declared that in most 

will continue to  be th  
least six months after V-E 
orecast easing of gasoline 

gradually over several 
months and the end of passenger car 
tire rationing within three months 
after V-E day. 

Selective Service has directed local 
draft boards to  abolish the limited 
service classification, 1-A (L) , because 
the armed services no longer are call- 
ing for men qualified for limited duty. 
Boards also were directed to  place men 
38 years of age and older in the 4-A 
classification. All men who have been 
honorably discharged o r  discharged 
under honorable conditions frpm the 
armed forces will be placed in 1-c, 
where they will not be subject to call 
under present regulations. 

New training courses des@ed to  
teach nearly one million junlor host- 
esses in 2,000 US0  clubhouses how to  
help servicemen become readjusted to 
civilian surroundings were begun last 
month. The emphasis has been 
changed, US0 officials said, from send- 
ing the serviceman away with cheerful 
remembrances of the U. S. to  helping 
him become oriented once more to  the 
American community. Hostesses are 
warned not to refer to battlefront 
experiences. 
0 Steamship companies are planning 
a post-war career for the Navy’s LSTs 
as coastwise merchant ships, automo- 
bile carriers on the Great Lakes and 
cargo feeder ships in some parts of the 
Caribbean. Steamship lines handling 
lumber and other commodities along 
the Pacific Coast are particularly in- 
terested in obtaining the landing craft. 
No sales price has yet been worked 
out by federal officials. 

President Roosevelt has directed 
Secretary of Agriculture Claude R. 
Wickard and Brig. Gen. Frank T. 
Hines, administrator of veterans’ af- 
fairs, to make a report on the pros- 
pects for discharged servicemen in the 
field of agriculture. More than a mil- 
lon members of the armed forces, the 
President said, have indicated their 
intention of becoming farmers and 
ranchers in civilian life. He suggested 
that some means be devised to  give 
farm training to  those untrained, and 
to place them on sound agricultural 
tracts from which they could make a 
living. 
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2 OCTOBER 
TI. S. Pacific Fleet Communiaue 

Military government was proclaimed on 
Angaur Island on 30 September (West 
Longitude date) as mopping-up operations 
proceeded on Angaur and Peleliu. A few 
fanatical enemy troops, holed-up in caves, 
continued to resist with small-arms Are. 

On the same day Corsairs of the 2d 
Marine Aircraft Wing bombed the airfield 
on Babelthuao Island. Antiaircraft Are 
was intense. 

On 30 September 9 0 7 6  enemy troops 
had been killed on'Pdeliu and 1,075 on 
Angaur, while a total of 187  prisoners 
have been cautured on the two islands. 

Seventh AAF Liberators on 29 Septem- 
ber dropped approximately 3 7  tons of 
bombs on Moen and Eten Islands in Truk 
Atoll. Antiaircraft Are was meager. 

Another formation of 7th AAF Libera- 
tprs bombed runways and airdrome facili- 
ties at Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands 
on 30 September. Antiaircraft Are was 
moderate but eight aggressive enemy Aght- 
ers intercepted our planes. One of the 
Liberators was shot down while several 
of the others were damaged. 

Corsairs of the 4th Marine Aircraft 
Wing attacked gun positions on Jaluit 
Atoll in the Marshalls with 33 tons of 
bombs on 30 Sepember. In the attack a 
small craft was sunk after strafing. He?vy 
antiaircraft fire damaged one of the Cor- 
sairs. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS NEW GUINEA- 
Our night air  patrols dimaged a 10.000- 
ton tanker and a coastal vessel off Zam- 
boanga . . . Celebes:  A night reconnais- 
sance plane with four direct hits sank a n  
8 500-ton ireiahter-transport in' Tiworo 
Strait . . Banda Sea:  Our fighters at- 
tacked di'spersal areas a t  Faan airdrome 
in the Kei group and destroyed two barges 
and small craft in the Sermata Island.; 

Vogelkop:  Air and naval patrols 
swkpi the coastal sectors and destroyed a 
barge southeast of Numfor. 

3 OCTOBER 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS NEW GUINEA- 

Philippines: Our night p'atrol planes dam- 
aged four small coastal freighters off Zam- 
boanga . . . Manado: Night reconnais- 
sance planes sank two small freighters. a 
schooner and two barges of€ the north 
coast . Amboilza-Ceram: Our air pat- 
rols strafed villages and severely damaged 
a 1,000-ton freighter and two coastal ves- 
sels. 

4 OCTOBER 

Philippines: One of o b  heavy patrol 
planes, in a surprise attack at dawn over 
Zamboanga. dpstroved or severdv dam- 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS NEW GUINEA- 

aged a large flying'boat seven seaplanes 
a fuel-laden coastal ves'sel in the harbo; 
and three bombers on Wolfe Field 
Celebes:  Night reconnaissance olanis be: 
stroyed a coastal vessel in Amoin-anc Rav 

others sweeping the- shorelines destroyed 
or damaged a small freighter, two coastal 
vessels, nine barges and numerous small 
craft. 

5 OCTOBER 
Navy Defiartment Communique No .  547 

1. U. S. submarines have reported the 
sinking of 11 vessels, including three com- 
batant ships, as a result of operations 
ag.iinst the enemy in these waters as fol- 
lows : 

PACIFIC AND FAR E A S T  

1 escort vessel 
4 small cargo vessels 
1 destroyer 
1 cable ship 
1 medium cargo transnort 
1 converted seaplane tender 
1 medium cargo vessel 
1 large tanker 

2. These actions have not been an- 
nounced .in any previous Navy Department 
communique. 

U .  S. Pacific Fleet Comrnuniaue 
U. S .  forces on Peleliu Island continued 

to  apply heavy pressure to the remaining 
pocket of enemy resistance of Bloody Nose 
Ridge on 4 October (West Longitude date). 
Several defensive positions and caves were 
cleaned out during the day. Mopping-up 

Page 52 



Two Liberators of the 7th AAE' bombed 
Wake Island on the nizht of 6 October 
without encountering anfiaircraft flre. 

Iwo Jima in the Volcano Islands was 
bombed 6 October. There was no antiair- 
craft flre. 

The airfleld and gun positions on,Nauru 
Island were bombed by 7th AAF Mitchells 
on 5 October. Antiaircraft flre was in- 
effective. 

Neutralization raids on enemy-held posi- 
tions in the Marshall Islands continued. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS NEW GUINEA- 
Manado: Air patrols sank or severely dam- 
aged a 3.000-ton vessel and a small freigh- 
ter in Gorontalo Gulf . . Ceranz: Sev- 
eral luggers and smaller ciaft  were dam- 
aged in low-level attacks . . . Vogelkop:  
Patrol planes strafed troop-laden rafts, in- 
flicting casualties . . . Bismarck-Solomons: 
Patrol Dlanes ranzinc over New Ireland 
and Bougainville %ombed enemy concen- 
trations and destroyed a barge. Light 
naval units shelled shore positions south- 
east of Kavieng and at Choiseul Bay. 

ROME, N a v y  communique-On the night 
of 6-7 October H M ~  Termanant met and _ _  . . - .~~ ~ ~. . . -~~  - ~. . .~ ... ..~~. 
engaged an  enemy force near the entrance 
to the Gulf of Salonika. One enemy de- 
troyer was sunk and a second seriously 
damaged. 

On? October the French cruiser Emile 
Bertilt and the U. S. destroyer Eberle 
bombarded enemy vessels near Port0 Mau- 
rizo. Hits were obtained on a n  enemy 
F-lighter and a large merchant vessel. 

CHUNGKING, 14th AAF communique- 
More than 110,000 tons of. Japanese sea- 
going shipping, representing 42 vessels 
more than 100 feet in length, were sunk 
by the 14th AAF during operations in Sep- 
tember bringing the total of enemy ship- 
ping s ink  since January to an  aggregate 
of 233 ships of nearly half a million tons. 

Eleven ships totaling 11,700 tons prob- 
ably were sunk and 6 1  vessels of 41,400 
tons were damaged, making a monthly to- 
tal of 1 1 4  vessels of more than 163,000 
tons which were successfully attacked. 

In addition to the tonnage categories the 
14th AAF sank 445 enemy boats Of  less 
than 100 feet as welr as a naval vessel of 
similar size, probably sank two naval ves- 
sels and 46 miscellaneous craft and dam- 
aged two naval vessels of less than 100 
feet and more than 1,700 miscellaneous 
crafb. 

9 OCTOBER 
U. S. Pacific Fleet Communiaue - .  

Units of the Paciflc Fleet attacked Mar- 
cus Island on 8 October (West Longitude 
date) and throughout the day subjected 
enemy installations and shore defenses to 
deliherate and destructive sun flre in good .. .... 
visibility. Considerable dzmage was- in- 
flicted and the greater part of the coast 
defense batteries were silenced. Buildings 
were hit and Ares were started. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, NEW GUINEA- 
Halmahera: Fighter-bombers hit. Kau air- 
drome with 1,000-pound bombs and set flre 
to a small freighter and a coastal vesscl 
near Djailolo . . . Amboina-Ceranz: 
Twentv-three coastal vessels and small 
&aft were destroyed or damaged in this 
area . . Voge lkop:  Light naval units 
shelled a barge hideout in Wandamen Bay 

Bismarcks-Solomorcs : Light naval 
&nits 'harassed the shorelines at night. 

10 OCTOBER 
U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique 

Carrier-based aircraft of the Paciflc 
Fleet swept over the Ryukvu Islands in 
great force on 9 October (West Lqngiturle 
date). All naval and merchant shws tha t  
could be found were attacked and severe 
damage was done to shore installations. 
Preliminary reports. indicate that the fol- 
lowing damage was inflicted on the enemy : 

Sunk : one destroyer, one minesweeper. 
one submarine tender, two medium cargo 
ships, two small cargo ships and flve 
coastal cargo ships. 

Probably sunk : two. medium cargo ships. 
four small cargo ships. one medium oil 
tanker and seven coastal cargo ships. 

Damaged : three medium cargo ships, six 
small cargo ships, one destroyer, two small 
oil tankers. 

In  addition to  the foregoing. more than 
20 luggers and other small craft were sunk 
or  damaged. 

Complete surprise was achieved in the 
attack. More than 75 enemy aircraft 
were destroyed on the ground. Fourteen 
enemy aircraft were shot down. Buildings 
and defense installations on the islands 
were severely bombed and strafed, and 
many were left burning. There was no 

damage to our surface shim and our 
planelosses were light. 

The carrier task forces which conducted 
the attack are part of Admiral Halsey's 
3d Fleet and the carriers are under the 
immediate command of Vice Admiral Marc 
A. Mitscher. 

ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, NEW GUINEA- 
Philippines: Our heavy bombers with 
fighter escort. attacked the enemy 6ase at 
Zamboanga ancl destroyed six float planes 
and set fire to  2 1.000-ton vessel, two sninll 
freighters and a barge . . . Rn2ninhera: 
Our flghter-bombers hit airdromes and de- 
stroyed warehouses on the west coast and 
sank four barges . . Amboina-Ceram: 
Patrol planes destroyed a lugger and two 
small craft . . . Vogelkop: Fighter squad- 
rons on southern patrols bombed Kaimana. 
strafed four barges along the coast. 

ROME, N a v y  communique-It is reported 
from the Aegean that in addition to an  
enemy destroyer already reported sunk by 
H M S  Termagant near the entrance t o  the 
Gulf of Saloniki on the nrght of 6-7 Octo- 
ber, an  armed trawler and large caique 
were sunk in the same area. HMS Tuscan 
was in company with the Termagant. 

On 7 October naval aircraft sank one 
caique and damaged another besides driv- 
ing an  enemy minesweeper ashore in the 
Egripos Channel between the east coast of 
Greece and Euboea. They also sank a 
merchant vessel west of Lemnos. On the 
same day HMS BZnck Prince and the de- 
stroyer Terpsichore sank a passenger ship, 
one large caique and one enemy landing 
craft north of Skiathos. 

On 8 October light coastal craft  sank 
one merchant vessel and one lighter off 
Psara, west of Chios. On the night of 
8-9 October light coastal craEt met and 
engaged a convoy off Gaidaro Island on 
the west side of the entrance t o  the &If 
of Athens. An enemy tanker of about 750 
tons was hit with the flrst bursts and a 
Are was left blazing from stem to stern. 

Light coastal forces operating in the 
northern Adriatic on the night of 8-9 Octo- 
ber engaged a southbound enemy coastal 
convoy off Maestra, 30 miles south of Ven- 
ice. One schooner blew up, another sank 
and two more were damaged. 

LONDON, Admiralty communique - An 
enemy force consisting of two armed traw- 
lers and two patrol craft was intercepted 
early yesterday off the Hook of Holland 
and engaged by lipht coastal forces of the 
Royal Navy. In the course of three flerce 
engagements, hits with torpedoes were ob- 
tained on one of the armed trawlers which 
blew up and disappeared. 

Meanwhile, to the northward off Den 
Helder, another patrol of light coastal 
forces encountered an enemy force consist- 
ing of three modern M-class minesweepers 
which were proceeding toward the south- 
west. His Maiestv's Shim attacked a t  
close range wit6 torpedo ahd gunflre. Two 
hits with torpedoes were obtained on one 
minesweeper;, which blew up and sank. 

11 OCTOBER 
ALLIED HE.\DQI. .4RTERS. S E W  ( : I ' I s E -  

Molitccan: Fixlitcrs ant1 light naval cr;ift 
attackcd coaskil tarm.ts ;in11 ground in- 
stallations in the northern Halmahews. 
destrovinz or damaging 18 barges . . . 
Vogelkop! Patrol ganes  attacked small 
craft and barges on the south coast, while 
light naval units harassed Geelvink Bay . . . Bisnzarclc-Solonaons: Light naval 

See 1 October. 

units at night harassed enemy shore posi- 
tions. 

Ram, Savy/ coil1 inicniqzte-It is reported 
-from tlie sou th  of Friinc*t, that on 8 Octo- 
ber the IJSS Rhcrle shd1c.d an ammunitiun 
dumw. enemv-occuwied buildinzs and a 
railrbad bridge whiie supporting-the Army 
near the Franco-Italian frontier. Direct 
hits were obtained and Ares started. 

On 8 October the destroyer HMS Wiltom 
nnd an TACG shelled German troow con- 
centratioFs-and gun positions on t h e  main- 
land of Albania, north of Corfu. Very 
good results were reportted. 

12 OCTOBER 
ALLIED HEADQUARTERS, NEW GUINEA- 

Ralnzahera: Air patrols attacked small 
coastal shipping . . Timor: Our medium 
units. in a masthead attack on enemv 
shipping near Kupang, destroyed a smafl 
freighter, a coastal vessel and a barge . . . Vogelkop:  Our light naval units at 
night shelled enemy shore positions 
Bismarck-Solomons: Motor torpedo bats 
shelled the New Ireland coast. 

ROME, N a v y  communique-The U. S .  de- 
stroyer GZeaves bombarded a bridge with 
240 rounds in the neighborhood of the 
Franco-Italian frontier. Direct hits were 
obtained and the whole area was well 
covered. On 1 0  October the U. S. destroyer 
Jouett Ared more than 400 rounds at a 
bridge over a pass in the same area. ob- 
taining direct hits. During both these 
bombardments Are was returned from the 
shore. 

It is reported from the Aegean tha t  on 
8 October aircraft of the Royal Navy suc- 
cessfully bombarded a 1,000-ton merchant 
Vessel in the Gulf of Petali. The ship was 
sunk. A direct hit was also obtained on a 
Siebel ferry while two locomotives and 20 
trucks were destroyed on the ground on 
the west shore of the Gulf of Salonika. 

On 9 October His Majesty's destroyers 
Belvoir and Wiltolt with LGGs 18 and 18 
supported the front on the Albanian coast 
north of Corfu by successfully bombard- 
ing batteries. 

LONDON. Admiraltzl communiaun - An 
enemy patrol ronsiiink of fo;r- heavil,; 
armed trawlrrs was cncountrrcd bv light 
coastal forccs of thr ~ o y n l  Navs;. ITis 
Majesty's ships attacked with torpedo and 
one trawler was seen to b!ow up. Hits 
with gunflre were also obtained on a sec- 
ond enemy vessel. 

13 OCTOBER 
U .  S. Pacific Fleet Commutzique 

Carrier aircraft of the Paciflc Fleet fas t  
carrier task force striking Formosa on 11 
October (West Longitude date) shot 1 2 4  
enemv aircraft out- of the a i r  and did 
heavy damage to enemy- shipping-~ and 
shore defense works. Preliminary pilot re- 
ports and photographs show that 97 enemy 
aircraft were destroyed on the ground. In- 
itial reworts indicate the followinz damaze 

Ships"sunk- large cargo ships 2. med- 
ium cargo ships, 2 : small cargo 'ships, 12. 

Ships damaged: large cargo ships, 2 -  _ _  medium cargo ships, 7 ;  small cargo ships: 
1u. 

In addition to the foregoing, extensive 
damage was done to hangars. buildinas. 
oil dumps, warehouses, docks and indus- 
trial establishments at Einansho. Okavama. 
Tnirisui, HGito. Reimryo and Taichli.' Ouk 
Ins?&s wt'i'c 22 aircraft. There was no 
damage to our surface ships. 

U. S. Pacific Fleet Communique. 
During the late evening of 11 October 

and night of 11-12 October following the 
flrst day of its attack on Formosa, small 
groups of enemy aircraft attacked one of 
our fast carrier task forces operating in 
the approaches to  the Japanese positions 
in Formosa and the Ryukyus, and repeat- 
edly attempted to torpedo or bomb the car- 
riers or supporting ships in the force. 
Night fighters sent UP by our carriers shot 
down three flghters in the early evening, 
and later eight enemy aircraft were sent 
down in flames by ships' antiaircraft fire. 

During the night of 1 2  October Formosa 
and the Pescadores were again brought 
under attack by fas t  carrier task forces, 
and heavy damage was done to the enemy 
air force and its bases, to shipping, port 
facilities and shore installations. 

A preliminary resume of damage in- 
flicted upon the Japanese in the two-day 
strike which began before dawn on 11 
October, shows the following totals : 

Enemy aircraft shot down : 221. 
Enemy aircraft destroyed : 175. 
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ammunition home,” he explained. 
Commander Miller received the 

NAVY CROSS 

NAVY CROSS 

3 Patrol Squadrons and Demolition Unit Cited 



Daniel E. Barbey James A. Hirshfield Frank R. Walker Samuel D. Dealey Robert E. Dornin 
Rear Admiral, USN Cap)., USCG Capt., USN Comdr., USN Comdr., USN 

Walter  6. Ebert Robert J. Foley Andrew J. Hill Benjamin Katz D. J. MacDonald N o r m a n M .  Miller 
Comdr., USN Comdr., USN Comdr., USN Comdr., USN Comdr., USN Comdr., USN 

Carter  L. Bennett Allen L. Seaman Douglas C. Davis John 0. Parrott Brady L. Bryan J. W. Thomason 
Lt. Comdr., USN Lt. Comdr., USN . . Lieut., USNR Lt. ( is) ,  USNR CMM, USN CCSt, USNR 

Photographs not available of Comdr. Ian C. Eddy, USN: Comdr. Richard W. Peterson, USN; Lt. Comdr. Roy M. Davenport, USN. 

NAVY CROSS cont. 
contributed to the success of his 
squadron in sinking one or more Jap  
ships and the damaging of three 
others, and the frustrating of an im- 
portant enemy mission. * Comdr. Robert E. Dornin, USN, San 
Francisco, Calif.: As commanding of- 
ficer of a submarine during a success- 
ful war patrol in the Pacific, he 
pressed home a series of vigorous at- 
tacks which resulted in the sinking or 
damaging of considerable enemy ship- 
ping, and brought his ship home with- 
out material damage or loss of life. 
*Comdr. Walter G. Ebert, USN, Par- 
kersburg, W. Va.: As commanding of- 
ficer of a submarine on its fourth war 
patrol, .he directed her fire with' ac- 
curacy and splendid timing, causing 
the complete destruction of two valu- 
able Jap  ships and a probable third. 
*Comdr. Ian C. Eddy, USN, Wash- 
ington, D.C.: As commanding officer 
of a submarine, he engaged in an ag- 
gressive and successful patrol against 
Japanese shipping in the Pacific war 
area. Although operating against 
heavily escorted units, he launched a 
series of daring night surface attacks 
which sank or damaged much hostile 
shipping. 
*Comdr. Benjamin Katz, USN, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., and Comdr. George R. 
Wilson, USN, Tallula, 111.: As com- 

manding officers of two warships in 
the Solomons, they intercepted a Jap- 
anese force of four destroyers and a 
large number of landing barges which 
was attempting t o  reinforce garrisons 
in the Vella Lavella-Kolombangara 
area on the night of 17-18 August 
1948. They routed the enemy, con- 
tributed to the destruction of two de- 
stroyers, severe damage to a third and 
the annihilation of a number of 
barges, and brought their vessels 
through. the engagement unscathed. * Comdr. Richard W. Peterson, USN, 
Spokane, Wash.: As Commanding of- 
ficer of a submarine while she was en- 
gaged in a successful patrol against 
Japanese shipping in the Pacific, he 
pressed home a series of attacks which 
resulted in sinking or damaging an 
important amount of hostile shipping. 
*Lt. Comdr. Carter L. Bennett, USN, 
Nashville, Tenn.: As commanding of- 
ficer of a submarine in enemy-con- 
trolled waters, he fought his ship with 
tactical skill and succeeded in sinking 
or damaging an important amount of 
Japanese shipping. 
*Lt. Comdr. Allen L. Seaman, USNR, 
Madison, Conn. (missing in action) : 
While piloting a Liberator in the vi- 
cinity of New Guinea on 1 May 1944, 
he made repeated daring strikes 
against Japanese bases and shipping 
and destroyed a large transport yes- 

sel and a 100-foot sampan. ported 
into a crash landing, he displayed bril- 
liant airmanship and was able to  save 
the lives of several of his crew. 
*Lieut. Douglas C. Davis, USNR, 
Webster Graves, Mo.: As commander 
of a patrol plane operating in the 
Solomon Islands and the Bismarck 
Archipelago areas from 1 Nov. 1943 to 
24 March 1944, he carried out re- 
peated combat missions during which 
he destroyed six float planes, a large 
fuel dump and a vessel, severely dam- 
aged harbor facilities, four barges 
and a building, and silenced an anti- 
aircraft gun position. On 7 November 
he attacked a hostile convoy in the 
face of heavy antiaircraft fire and 
fighter opposition and probably de- 
stroyed two Jap  planes. 
*Lt. (jg) John 0. Parrott, USNR, 
Pasadena, Tex.: Serving as first lieu- 
tenant of the uss Corry when it was 
sinking under the gunfire of shore 
batteries near the coast of France, he 
went down into the forward fireroom 
of the ship to  rescue a watertender 
trapped under the grating of the up- 
per level. Although the fireroom was 
filled with live steam, he went under 
the grating and pulled the man to 
safety. 
*Brady L. Bryan, CMM, USN, Hunt. 
ington, Tex.: When the uss Meredith 
was shattered by an underwater ex- 
plosion during the assault on France, 
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LEGION OF MERIT cant. the various crews for maxi- 
mum combat efficiency. His leader- 

*Capt* John E- Wood, (") USN, ship contributed to  the success of his 
Philadelphia, Pa. : squadron in destroying three U-boats. 
As supply officer, *Comdr. Delos E. Wait, USN, El Do- 

rado, Ark.: As executive officer of the Commander,  Air 
uss Block Island when she was sunk Force, U. S. At- 
on 29 May 1944, he inspected damaged lantic Fleet, he 
areas, decided on appropriate damage planned and su- 
control measures, and designated per- pervised the out- 
sonnel to  effect repairs. But for his fitting of many 
initiative and prompt action, about 75 carriers and air  
men would have been trapped and groups with aero- 
probably killed o r  seriously injured in nautical material 

the final explosion. MARINE GENERAL DECORATED: The 
and spare parts. 
The effective sys- 
tem of replace- C W .  Wood *Lt. Comdr. George D. Hoffman, Legion of Mer i t  i s  pinned on Mai. Gen. 
merit was to  a large &tent responsible USN., Washington, D. c.: As corn- Ross E. Rowell, U S M C ,  by Admiral Ches- 
f o r  the high degree of operational manding Officer Of the USS CO'WY dur- ter W. Nimitz, USN, commander-in-chief 
readiness maintained for all planes ing action against a U-boat in March of the Pacific Fleet, a t  his Pearl Harbor 
attached t o  Atlantic Fleet carriers. 1944, he furnished vital information headquarters. General Rowell was deco- 
*comdr. Harry R. carson J ~ . ,  USN which assisted a more favorably situ- rated for outstanding service and stead- 
Kaufman, Tex.: Obtaining permissio~ ated companion ship in making dam- fast devotion to duty as commanding 
to make a landing behind enemy lines aging attacks. When depth Charges general of Marine aviation in the Pacific. 
at Guadalcanal on the night of 30 forced the damaged submarine to the H e  now heads U. S. air mission to  Peru. 
January 1943, he effected the perilous 
landing and successfully evacuated by contributed to its destruction. strumental in saving the Blakeley and 
boat an isolated Army platoon, under *Lt. Comdr. Robert WilCOX, USCG, in enabling her to proceed to port un- 
intense fire of both friendly and hostile Delano, Fla.: As commanding officer der her own power. 
forces. Of a destroyer escort, he *Lieut. Charles L. Haslup, USN, San 

contact wlth a U-boat and Immedl- ~ i ~ ~ ~ ,  Calif.: officer * Comdr- Joseph C- Clifton, USN, Pa- ately commenced an attack. The first of the LST 312 during the invasion of 

the operations of combined British sub and forced it t o  the surface out of loading of the craft,s cargo while his 
and U* S. air groups in two hazardous control. Effective gunfire and a final beached was to re- attacks on enemy bases at Sabang, 

and 'Oerebaja, Java, On l9 escort completed the submarine's de- artillery fire. H~ supervised tempo- 
April and 17 May 1944, he enabled his struction. 
airmen to destroy o r  inflict heavy dam- rary repairs until the vessel could be 
age on important ships and shore in- *Lt. Comdr. Joseph w. Williams, Jr.9 refloated, and immediately set out on 
stallations. H~ accounted USN, Martinsville, Ind : As command- additional trips between base and 
for two grounded planes, damaged two ing officer of a submarine engaged in landing beaches. 
others and shot one out of the sky, a war patrol against Japanese ship- *Lieut. John R. Herbert, USNR, St. 
besides obtaining valuable photographs gk-tiz d ~ ~ $ ~ l l e ~ p ~ ~ & \ $ ~ ~  Louis, Mo. ; Lieut. Cecil L. Moyes, 

USNR, Union Star, Mo., and Lt. ( jg) series of attacks which sank or  dam- Andrew J. Riley, USNR, Charleston, 
of the target areas. 

S. C.: As officers-in-charge of pon- 
* Comdr. Ralph R. curry, Alex- aged considerable enemy shipping. 
andria, Va.: As commanding officer of 
the uSS Pride off the Algerian coast ?k Lt* Comdr- Darrel1 A. Stratton, toon causeway platoons during the ad- 
on 4 May 1944, he maneuve$ed his USN, As vanced landings a t  Anzio-Nettuno, 

officer Of the 338 during the in- they efficiently directed the assembly in the search for an enemy vasion of Sicily, he expertly directed and operations of their causeways in 
U-boat and the delivery of a successful the construction of a pontoon cause- the unloading of landing ships Over depth-charge attack. His relentless at- way for the disembarking Of troops the assault beaches. They developed 

and vehicles in the face of severe en- improvements in operating technique ing of the submarine. emY opposition, and calmly completed which greatly facilitated the disem- * Comdr. Royce L. Gross, USN, Bay- unloading despite heavy artillery fire. barkation and the movement of equip- 
'Ide9 N' y': As officer Of *Lt. Comdr. Carl U. Peterson, USCG, ment and supplies t o  the advancing 
a suhnarine during a war patrol in Newtonville, Mass. (posthumously) : ground units. 

As commanding officer of the UsCGc * L i e d  Lyman C. Millard, Jr., uSNR, 
the Pacific, he pressed home a series 
Of attacks which in the sink- Escanaba, he proceeded through heavy Norfolk, va.: radio material of- 
ing Or damaging Of an important seas in total darkness to rescue sur- ficer of the staff of task force corn- 

vivors of a u. s. transport which Was mander during the amphibious inva- amount of hostile shipping. * Comdr. Joseph B. Tibbets, USN, Win- torpedoed and sunk on 3 February sions of French Morocco, sicily and 
ter Haven, Fh.: As commander Of 1943. Although under imminent dan- Italy, he planned in detail for the 
Patrol Squadron 94 in the North At- ger of enemy attack, he took meas- communication material requirements 
lantic from 14 January to  12 Novem- ures which resulted in the rescue of of the combat loaded transports and 
ber 1943, he displayed intelligence and 133 men from the sea. cargo ships and personally supervised 
resourcefulness ln Organ lz lng  and * Lt. Comdr. Albert H. Clark, USN, the installation of equipment. During 

Orinda, Calif. (missing in action) : the assaults he demonstrated aggres- 
COORDINATED AERIAL ASSAULT: Cap+. While commanding a submarine dur- sive leadership in supervising the du- 
Richard F. Whitehead, USN, of Chicago, ing a war patrol in the Pacific war  ties of radio personnel. 

Commander, Support area, he executed a skillful and deadly * Lieut. John C. Wilmerding, USNR, 
Aircraft, Pacific Fleet, attack which destroyed an enemy Old Westbury, N. Y.: As gunnery 
has been awarded the craft. He brought his ship and crew and executive officer of the uss Bu- 
Legion of Mer i t  for home without material damage o r  loss chanan during the initial occupation 
outstanding perform- Of life. of Guadalcanal, he directed the gun- 
ance of duty in co- *Lt. Comdr. Ivan Monk, uSNR, Moul- fire of his ship with devastating ef- 
ordinating the aerial trie, Ga.: As engineer officer of the fectiveness in support of the Marine 
asault against Roi and uss Blakeley when she was torpedoed landing forces. His leadership and 
Namur Islands in the off Fort de France, Martinique, on 25 skill during these critical operations 
Marshalls campaign. May 1942, he skillfully directed and contributed substantially to the heavy 
Vice Admiral John H. supervised the work of restoring the damage inflicted on Jap  aircraft, sur- 
Towers, USN, deputy engineering plant to normal operation. face vessels and shore installations. 
commander - in - chief When all hands believed the vessel to * Carpenter Alfred F. Allison, USNR, 

of the Pacific Fleet, made the presentation. be in a sinking condition, he was in- Denver, Colo.: As senior platoon petty 
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many hits from the 

7 

ducah, Ky*: Leading and coordinating depth-charge pattern straddled the sicily, he continued to direct the un- 

ramming attack by another destroyer peated divebombing attacks and heavy 

tack contributed materially to the sink- 



Official U. S. Navy photograph 
M A I N T A I N E D  M A R I N E  DEFENSES: Brig. 

Gen. LeRoy P. Hunt, USMC,  was pre- 
sented the Legion of Merit  recently at 
Pearl Harbor by Admiral Chester W. 
Nimitz, USN, commander-in-chief of the 
Pacific Fleet. The award was for meritori- 
ous conduct as Commanding General, 
Marine Garrison Forces, 14th Naval Dis- 
trict, and for maintaining Marine defenses 
of Midway, Johnston and Palmyra Islands. 

officer of his pontoon causeway group 
during landings in the knzio-Nettuno 
area, he assisted with great skill and 
energy in the operation of the cause- 
ways to unload assault ships in sup- 
port of the advancing ground units. 
When his causeways were bombed and 
strafed, disrupting unloading activi- 
ties, he calmly and efficiently reor- 
ganized his unit and quickly resumed 
these vital operations. 

Gold Star in Lieu of Second 
SILVER STAR MEDAL * Comdr. William s. Post Jr., USN, 

Palo Alto, Calif.: As commanding of- 
ficer of a submarine during a success- 
ful patrol against Japanese shipping, 
he pressed home a series of daring and 
skillful attacks which sank or damaged 
considerable enemy shipping. * Lt. Comdr. Merrill K. Clementson, 
USN, Washington, D. C.: While com- 
manding a submarine in enemy-con- 
trolled waters, he contributed to the 
sinking of an important amount of 
Japanese shipping, including a de- 
stroyer of the Fubuki class. 
*Lt. Comdr. (then Lieut.) Charles C. 
Hartigan, Jr., USN, Edgewater, Md. : 
As gunnery officer aboard a warship 
protecting a convoy in the Solomons 
on 15 August 1943, he directed his 
gunners in repelling a formation of 
Japanese planes which made four level 
and divebombing attacks on our ves- 
sels. For 15 hours he fought off the 
enemy, destroying three planes, dam- 

AWARDED THIRD MEDAL: The Brohze 
Star Meda l  has been awarded to Rear Ad- 

miral John J. Ballen- .. _ _  . 
tine, USN. of Hills- 
boro, Ohio, for out- 
standing. performance 
o f  d u t y  as D e p u t y  
Commander Air Force, 
Pacific Fleet. H e  had 
previously won the Sil- 
ver Star Meda l  and 
the Legion of Mer i t  
for distinguishing him- 
self in combat while 
commanding officer of 
an Essex-class carrier 

in the Central and South Pacific. 

aging several others and completely 
routing the attackers without damage 
to  his ship or the convoy. 
*Lt. Comdr. Frederick E. Janney, 
USN, Winnetka, Ill.: As fire control 
officer and assistant approach officer 
in a submarine, he used his thorough 
knowledge of fire control and rendered 
invaluable aid t o  his commanding of- 
ficer in conducting determined attacks 
which resulted in the destruction of an 
important amount of enemy shipping. 
*Lt. Comdr. Walter L. Small Jr., 
USN, Elizabeth City, N. C.: As tor- 
pedo data computor operator aboard a 
submarine during a successful patrol 
in the Pacific, he rendered invaluable 
assistance to  his commanding officer 
in a series of attacks which resulted 
in the sinking or damaging of a large 
amount of Japanese shipping. 
*Lt. Comdr. Paul c. Stimson, USN, 
Santa Monica, Calif.: As executive of- 
ficer of a submarine in the Pacific 
area, he skillfully performed his duties 
throughout a series of attacks which 
resulted in sinking or damaging an 
important amount of hostile shipping. 

SILVER STAR MEDAL 

k c a p t .  Robert M. Smith, uSN, Hag- 
erstown, Md. (posthumously) : As 
commanding officer of the uss Joseph 
Hewes when she was torpedoed and 
sunk off Fedala, French Morocco, he 
displayed exceptional heroism when ef- 
ficient direction and control meant the 
saving of many lives. The calm, in- 
spiring manner in which he spoke to 
his men as he ordered them overboard 
gave confidence, courage and hope. 
*Comdr. Barry K. Atkins, USN, Old 
Lyme, Conn.: As commander of Motor 
Torpedo Boat Squadron 8 and com- 
manding officer of advanced bases 
from February to  October, 1943, he 
prepared detailed plans for nightly 
missions and executed his duties so ef- 
fectively that resupply of enemy po- 
sitions was materially reduced. During 
two engagements with J a p a n e s e 
barges, he succeeded in sinking 11. 
*Comdr. Frederick J. Becton, USN, 
Hot Springs, Ark., and Lieut. Peter T. 
Kroeger, Jr., USNR, New Brunswick, 
N. J.: On the staff of a destroyer 
squadron during night engagements 
with enemy surface forces in the Solo- 
mons, they assisted their squadron 
commander in attacks in which sev- 
eral enemy ships were sunk and many 
damaged. Later their flagship led a 
destroyer division against an attacking 
force and assisted in sinking two de- 
stroyers, severely damaging a third, 
and annihilating a number of landing 
barges. 
*Comdr. Thomas C. Green, USN, 
Sioux City, Iowa: As commander of 
a task unit of LSTs during the assault 
on Lae, he led the second echelon and 
fought off an attack by 18 Jap  planes, 
inflicting severe damage on the enemy 
with minimum damage to his own 
command. When his flagship was dis- 
abled he transferred to another vessel, 
unloaded and withdrew his forces on 
schedule. * Comdr. (now Capt.) Joseph H. Nev- 
ins Jr., USN, New York, N. Y.: As 
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SECOND DISTINGUISHED FLY- 
ING CROSS cont. 
sorties over Truk during which they 
shot down five enemy planes. He led 
a fighter reconnaissance attack against 
Guam, during which a new air field 
was located and attacked, and two 
enemy planes were destroyed in the 
air and eight on the ground. While 
his squadron was escorting bombing 
’strikes at Tinian, four enemy planes 
were shot down and an estimated 30 
were destroyed on the ground. 
*Lieut. Burton F. J. Albrecht, USNR, 
Eugene, Oreg. : Suddenly attacked by 
14 Jap  fighters while engaged in track- 
ing a force of destroyers off Bougain- 
ville, he struck fiercely and accurately, 
completely destroyed three of the fight- 
ers, severely damaged several others 
and returned to his base without dam- 
age to his plane or casualties among 
the crew. On 6 October he engaged 
a more maneuverable enemy medium 
bomber and destroyed it. 
*L. (jg) James W. Syme, USNR, Al- 
buquerque, N. M. (missing in action) : 
As a fighter pilot during operations 
against the Marshalls and Palau, he 
scored many direct hits on enemy in- 
stallations and shipping. On a vital 
mission to  Palau he intercepted and 
destroyed a Jap  bomber. Later, when 
his flight of 10 planes encountered 30 
hostile fighters, he probably destroyed 
one Jap  plane, although his own plane 
was crippled during the action. 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 

AComdr. Charles W. Brewer, USN, 
Tulsa, Okla. (missing in action) and 
Lieut. Julius R. Brownstein, USNR, 
South Bend, Ind.: As fighter pilots in 
the Atlantic area on 13 July 1943, they 
discovered a fully surfaced U-boat and 
immediately went into action. Despite 
continuous antiaircraft fire, they 
strafed the sub with such accuracy 
that enemy gunners were cleared from 
their stations, thereby contributing to 
the eventual destruction of the sub. 

Comdr. (then Lieut.) Edward C. 
Outlaw, USN, Pensacola, Fla. : As flight 
leader of a fighter escort for bombing 
planes in the Solomons, he participated 
in 10 attacks against a Japanese de- 
stroyer force and positions at Munda 
Point and Vila Plantation. On 7 Feb- 
ruary 1943, he and his flight shot down 
three enemy planes and enabled the 

Chaser (NTC, Miami,  Fla.) 

“Certainly I rate liberty tonight- 
Why?’ 
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divebombers to carry out their mission 
successfully. 
AComdr. (then Lieut.) Carl W. Roo- 
ney, USN, Pensacola, Fla. : Participat- 
ing in a vigorous strafing run against 
six enemy transports unloading troops 
at Kokumbona, he inflicted serious 
damage upon the vessels and many 
casualties among the personnel. Later 
he led an attack against 16 enemy 
bombers, blasted one from the sky and 
damaged two others. 
*Comdr. (then Lt. Comdr.) Robert 

A. Winston, USN, 
Washington, Ind.: 
Leading a four- 
plane division of 
fighter planes on 
30 March 1944, he 
courageously. at- 
tacked a forma- 
tion of Judy dive- 
bombers and per-‘ 
sonally shot down 
three of the nine 
planes destroyed Comdr. Winston by his division, 

thus assisting in preventing any of 
the enemy planes from attacking his 
task force. 
*%t. Comdr. Robert G. Dose, USNR, 
St. Louis, Mo.: Leading his squadron 
as  escort for torpedo and divebombers 
in a strike a t  enemy installations a t  
Sabang, Sumatra, he directed his own 
four-plane division in destroying six 
planes and forcing a landing craft t o  
beach. Later, flying cover for seven 
divebombers attacking shipping in the 
harbor a t  Soerabaja, Java, he led his 
division in setting fire to  three planes. 
On the return flight to his carrier, 
eight more planes were burned and six 
others damaged at Malang. 
*Lt. Comdr. Allen L. Seaman, USNR, 
Madison, Conn. (missing in action) : 
While piloting a Liberator in the vi- 
cinity of New Guinea on 25 April 
1944, he made repeated attacks on im- 
portant enemy shipping and sank o r  
destroyed two small merchant vessels, 
10 barges and two armed sampans and 
inflicted numerous casualties on Jap- 
anese troops. Although his plane was 
severely damaged, ,he returned it 
safely to base. 
*Lt. Comdr. James B. Taylor Jr., 
USNR, New York, N. Y. (posthumous- 
ly):  While testing a new plane for 
the Navy at Dahlgren, Md., in March 
1939, he lost consciousness as a result 
of severe acceleration during the pull- 
out after a high-speed dive but, with 
part of his craft torn loose and a wing 
deformed, brought the plane under 
control. On 25 May 1942, he volun- 
teered for an exceptionally dangerous 
flight t o  test a new Navy fighter plane 
and lost his life when the electrical 
control mechanism failed t o  function. 
Ar t .  Comdr. Richard Upson, USNR, 
Madison, Wis. (missing in action) : 
Commanding a squadron of torpedo 
bombers in the Gilbert, Marshall, Car- 
oline and Marianas Islands from Feb- 
ruary 1943 to April 1944, he guided 
his flyers in close support of landing 
operations, and participated in several 
daring rescue missions of fellow air- 
men who were down a t  sea in enemy 
waters. His squadron’s success was 
due, in large measure, t o  his leader- 
shin skill and courage. 
* L i e d  Larren M. Allen, USNR, Mt. 
Vernon, Ill. (missing in action).: AS- 

signed thS extremely hazardous task 
of obtaining low, close, oblique photo- 
graphs of enemy beaches on Kwaja- 
lein Atoll, he was attacked by 12 or 
more Jap  fighters as he approached 
his objective. Assuming the brunt of 
the enemy assault in order to protect 
the accompanying plane, he main- 
tained accurate fire against the enemy 
planes, enabling the other bomber to  
complete its task and return to  base 
with valuable information. 
*Lieut. Kenneth E. Cotton, USNR, 
San Marino, Calif. (missing in ac- 
tion) : While escorting an air group 
at Kwajalein Atoll on 4 December 
1943, he shot down two enemy planes 
in flames and contributed materially 
t o  the success of his group in de- 
stroying 19 Zeros and one twin-en- 
gine bomber in the air  and the prob- 
able destruction of two other fighters. 
ALieut. Mer1 w. Davenport, USNR, 
Detroit, Mich.: On 6 November 1943, 
off the southwest coast of Bougain- 
ville, he placed his four-plane division 
in a position whiich resulted in the 
speedy destruction of a Japanese 
bomber. On 18 November, while pro- 
ceeding on a dawn attack on an enemy 
airfield, he rescued a comrade who had 
been shot down at sea the day before. 
In action against six enemy fighter 
planes on 21 November, his squadron 
destroyed all six Jap  planes. He him- 
self shot down two planes. * Lieut. John B. Furstenberg, USNR, 
Denver, Colo. (posthumously) : As a 
fighter pilot during attacks on Japa- 
nese forces a t  Wake and Mille Atoll 
on 5 October and 19 November 1943, 
he shot two fighter planes down in 
flames. He led his team in repeated 
strafing runs, destroying hostile in- 
stallations and thereby contributing to 
the effectiveness of the attack. * Lieut. Melvin C. Hoffman, USN, Salt 
Lake City, Utah: As a fighter pilot 
operating near Marcus and Wake Is- 
lands, he made strafing runs in which 
he set fire to gasoline storage and 
silenced antiaircraft batteries. He led 
two strafing attacks on grounded air- 
craft in complete darkness, and shot 
down two enemy fighters under very 
difficult conditions of morning twi- 
light. 
*Lieut. Leonard A. Johnson, USNR, 
San Diego, Calif. (posthumously) : 
When an enemy convoy of five small, 
heavily armed cargo vessels was 
sighted near Truk on 5 May 1944, he 
maneuvered his patrol bomber for a 
daring attack and made 14 bombing 
and strafing runs a t  perilously low 
altitude. Despite intense antiaircraft 
fire, he sank one ship and inflicted se- 
vere damage on the others. 
*Lieut. Raymond F. Myers, USNR, 
Asheville, N. C.: escorting our bomb- 
ers during a strike against Japanese 
shipping near Buraku Island, he flew 
through intense antiaircraft fire and 
strafed five hostile warships. In a 
subsequent raid on two cruisers and 
four destroyers near Rendova Island, 
he deliberately attracted enemy fire, 
enabling our bombers t o  carry out an 
effective close-range attack. * Lieut. Richard E. O’Connell, USNR, 
Minneapolis, Minn. (missing in ac- 
tion) : As section leader flying low 
cover for  our torpedo bombers in a 
strike at a large concentration of Jap 
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warships at Rabaul on 5 November 
1943, he effectively repelled enemy 
fighters encountered en route and pro- 
vided complete protection for our 
planes to the final break-off point. He 
assisted in the destruction of 10 enemy 
planes shot down by his squadron. 
*Lieut. John E. Porter Jr., USNR, 
Long Beach, Calif.: As commander of 
a Liberator operating from Nadzab 
and Momote airfields from 24 March 
to  29 May 1944, he wrecked four small 
merchantmen and one loaded barge, 
destroyed two warehouses, killed many 
Japanese, destroyed an enemy bomber 
in aerial combat and wrecked a me- 
dium-sized merchantman. 
*Lieut. James A. Smith 111, USNR, 
Richmond, Va. (missing in action) : 
As a division leader of Fighting 
Squadron 23 and while flying high 
cover for our torpedo bombers in an 
attack on Jap  cruisers and destroyers 
a t  Rabaul on 5 November 1943, he 
employed excellent tactics and main- 
tained a strong defensive formation 
throughout the flight. Intercepted by 
eight Japanese planes during the re- 
tirement, he fought his plane courage- 
ously and assisted in the destruction 
of the 10 planes shot down by his 
squadron. * Lieut. Robert P. Williams, USNR, 
Snoqualmie, Wash. : While carrying 
out a routine patrol flight as  pilot of 
a torpedo bomber, he sighted a fully 
surfaced enemy submarine. He im- 
mediately attacked the U-boat, send- 
ing four depth charges exploding close 
aboard and causing damage which 
rendered the enemy craft unable to 
submerge. 
*Lt. ( jg) Lavier c. Alber, USNR, 
San Francisco, Calif. : Flying cover 
for six torpedo planes on a strike 
against Japanese shipping in the har- 
bor a t  Soerabaja, Java, on 17 May 
1944, he led a bold strafing raid in 
advance of the bombers t o  draw anti- 
aircraft fire away from them. He set 
fire t o  one large cargo vessel and se- 
verely damaged docks, warehouses and 
another cargo ship. Later, he dis- 
covered a friendly torpedo bomber 
forced down and provided protection 
until the crew had climbed into a life 
raft. 
*Lt. (jg) Frederick H. Fox Jr., 
uSNR, Lebanon, Pa. (posthumously) : 
Piloting a torpedo bomber from a car- 
rier during an attack on Japanese 
shipping near Rabaul on 11 November 
1943, he obtained a hit on a destroyer, 
causing it to capsize. Later the same 
day he flew through heavy antiair- 
craft fire to  attack divebombers and 
torpedo planes which completely out- 
classed his own craft. 
*Lt. ( jg) William w. Fratus, USNR, 
San Leandro, Calif. (missing in ac- 
tion) : Piloting a torpedo plane during 
an attack on Japanese shipping a t  
Rabaul on 5 November 1943. he came 
in low over the target and made a 
daring run at a warship getting under 
way in the center of Simpson Harbor. 
He assisted in the destruction of the 
10 planes shot down by his squadron 
and to the severe damage inflicted on 
important enemy warships. * Lt. (jg) .John D. Gavan, USNR, Mil- 
waukee, Wis.: Participating in a dar- 
ing strafing run on the airfield at 
Sabang, he was caught in a burst of 
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“For the last time, Thorndyke-we can’t 
give you an advance on your mustering- 

out pay!” 

antiaircraft fire which severely dam- 
aged his plane. He courageously re- 
mained over the target and made four 
more effective runs, greatly assisting 
his division in setting fire to  four 
large planes, damaging two others 
and beaching a small boat. Later, 
while escorting the strike group in a 
raid on Soerabaja, Java, he contrib- 
uted to the burning of three planes 
and the damaging of another. 
*Lt. ( jg) Jarrel S. Jenkins, USNR, 
Houston, Tex. (missing in action) : AS 
a member of a section of three torpedo 
bombers, he pressed home attacks on a 
valuable Japanese carrier in the west- 
ern lagoon of the Palau islands on 30 
March 1944. His airmanship and 
fighting spirit were material factors in 
the ultimate sinking of the ship. 
*.Lt. ( jg) Dale C .  KIahn, USNR, Lara- 
mie, Wyo.: Proceeding to  Sabang, 
Sumatra, in advance of the main strik- 
ing group, he maneuvered his plane a t  
dangerously low levels to  obtain vital 
photographs of the area and make 
four effective strafing runs on the air- 
field, destroying two Zeros, one torpedo 
bomber and a transport plane. When 
his fighter plane was badly damaged 
by antiaircraft fire, he headed out to  
sea and parachuted into the water. 
At Soerabaja, he again strafed an air- 
field, destroying one transport plane 
and damaging two others. 
*Lt. (jg) Jack D. Madison, uSNR, 
Vanderbilt, Tex. (missing in action) : 
As section leader flying high cover for 
torpedo bombers during a strike 
against a large concentration of Jap  
cruisers and destroyers a t  Rabaul on 
5 November 1943, he maintained a 
strong defensive formation throughout 
the flight and provided complete pro- 
tection for our planes. Intercepted by 
four Jap  fighters on his return flight, 
he probably destroyed one and contrib- 
uted to  the destruction of 10 planes 
shot down by his squadron. 

Lt. ( jg) Glen D. Michel, USNR, Tip- 
ton, Kans.: While engaged in a haz- 
ardous night flight in the Bismarck 
Sea, he attacked an enemy destroyer 
in a large convoy in the face of intense 
antiaircraft fire which severely dam- 
aged his plane. He obtained a direct 
hit and heavily damaged the warship. 
*Lt. (jg) Lloyd Nicholas, USNR, 
Elcor, Minn. (missing in action) : Fly- 
ing a torpedo bomber during an at- 
tack on Japanese shipping in the Truk 
lagoon on 17 February 1944, he 
pressed home his attacks at perilously 
low altitude, despite intense antiair- 
craft fire. His fighting spirit contrib- 

missions against Jananese bases ana 

tack on a -Japanese cruiser a t  Falau 
and scored direct hits at perilously 

ered his toraedo bomber into striking I 

his plane directly a t  a wakhip getting 

the destruction of the 10 planes shot 
down by his squadron and to the 
severe damage inflicted on Jap  war- 
ships. 
*George H. Platz. AMM(T)lc. USNR. 

I Sarmi peninsula, Truk, Guam and the 
Bonins. On 20 June they assisted in 

carrier. 
*James A. Brookbank, AMM2c, 

crewmen in carrier-based tomedo 

against enems rr;ound installations I 

sinkjng of a large enemy carrier on I 
20 June. 

NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDAL I 

Serving“aboard ihe LST 3>6 when it 
was attacked and sunk in the New 
Georgia area on 18 August 1943, they 
entered a troop berthing compartment 
under which powder and gasoline were 
stored to save a helpless shipmate 
pinned under a mass of wreckage. 
They brought the man topside, per- 

him into a life raft  and ministered t o  
the man until rescued. 
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Rules on Overseas Service for Waves, Spars 
Provide Minimum 18-Months’ Assignment 

Policies and procedure have been an- 
nounced by the Navy and Coast Guard 
for assignment of Waves and Spars to  
overseas duty under Public Law 441. 
Eligibility rules for Marine Corps 
women are now being formulated. 

Under the law (see page 28) women 
reservists who volunteer for duty out- 
side the continental limits may be as- 
signed anywhere in the American area 
(see map page 41) and to Hawaii and 
Alaska. Such duty will be for a mini- 
mum of 18 months, and no leaves will 
be granted for return to the U. S. dur- 
ing the overseas assignment. 

It is expected that no quotas will 
be assigned for overseas duty prior to  
December 1944. Studies are now being 
conducted in overseas areas where 
women are eligible to serve, and six 
women’s reserve officers have been as- 
signed to temporary duty in the 
Hawaiian Islands to survey housing 
conditions and billets available there. 

Waves making application for duty 
outside the continental limits must 
meet the requirements, as provided in 
a letter from the Chief of Naval Fer- 
sonnel dated 29 Sept. 1944 (Pers-107- 
MN QR8/P16-3). Enlisted Waves sta- 

Enlisted Wyaue Recruiting 
Being Cut to 500 a Month 

Procurement of enlisted person- 
nel for the Women’s Reserve is 
being reduced gradually from the 
recent level of 4,000 a month to  a 
monthly quota of 500 beginning 1 
Dec. 1944. 

The curtailment is made possible 
due to  the fact that attrition rates 
of Waves have been lower than an- 
ticipated and because of the in- 
creasing number of limited service 
men returning from overseas to fill 
billets a t  continental shore estab- 
lishments. There have also been 
fewer casualties among men than 
anticipated. 

When the quotas go into effect, 
it  is expected that the total person- 
nel of the Waves-9,000 officers and 
75,000 enlisted women-will be suf- 
ficient to  cover current and future 
needs. 

In keeping with the Navy’s policy 
of selecting male officers from quali- 
fied enlisted personnel (INFORMA- 
TION BULLETIN, July 1944, p. 12), 
the majority of women officers com- 
missioned in the future will be 
chosen from the enlisted ranks. 
Exceptions will be physicians, den- 
tists and other specialists. 

tioned in the Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, D. C., are referred to  a letter 
from the Chief of Naval Personnel 
dated 9 Oct. 1944 (Pers-6301-af-3 

Waves must fulfill these require- 
ments : 

(1) At  least six months of contin- 
uous active duty, exclusive of training 
time, is required. When two individu- 
als are equally well qualified in other 
ways, the Wave with the longer ser- 
vice will be given preference. 

(2) Applicants must have a good 
record in health, work and conduct 
and they must have demonstrated dur- 
ing their military service a sense of 
responsibility, maturity, adaptability 
and emotional stability. 

(3) Candidates must be free of any 
form of dependency which would re- 
quire their presence in the U. S. 
Waves who a t  any time have submit- 
ted requests for transfer or discharge 
based on dependency are not eligible. 

,(4) Applicants may specify prefer- 
ence for the area in which they care to 
serve, but definite assignment to the 
preferred area cannot be guaranteed. 

Applications from Wave officers 
should be addressed to the Chief of 
Naval Personnel, via official channels. 
Enlisted women apply to  their com- 
manding officers and will be selected 
from established quotas for each com- 
mand by boards appointed by com- 
mandants of naval districts, river com- 
mands, chiefs of naval air training 
commands and the bureaus of the 
Navy Department. Officers will be 
chosen from among volunteers by 
BuPers as billets become available. 
Applications from volunteers not se- 
lected for the first quotas will be kept 
on file for future consideration. 

Applicants for overseas duty from 
the Coast Guard Women’s Reserve 
must meet the following requirements, 
set forth in Coast Guard Bulletin NO. 
136-44, dated 10 Oct. 1944: 
. (1) At  least one year of active duty 
is required. 

(2) Applicants must have an excel- 
lent health record, and have a conduct 
grade not less than 4.0. They must in 
addition have had a grade of 3.2 in pro- 
ficiency for six months immediately 
prior to application, and be certified 
as to  suitability for handling confiden- 
tial assignments. 

(3) Candidates who contribute fi- 
nancially to dependents are considered 
eligible, providing the dependency is 
such that it will not cause worry on 
her part. Where there is reason to  be- 
lieve that conditions may develop 
where it would be necessary for the 

QR8/P16-3). 

woman to  provide physical care fo r  a 
dependent, she will not be considered. 

(4) Duty will be for a minimum of 
18 months, and billets are available 
for Spars of the following ratings: Y, 
RM, SC, Cox., PhoM, HA, PhM, 
Sp(X) (SB) and Sp(TR). Seamen 
with designators for any of these rat- 
ings, and seamen selected for specific 
duties, such as  maintenance, will also 
be required. 

Applications should be made by 
Spars to DCGOs and COS of inde- 
pendent units, via official channels. 
Final selection will be made by Coast 
Guard Headquarters. 

Women’s reserve officers making 
surveys of housing conditions and bil- 
lets in the Hawaiian Islands for their 
respective branches of the naval ser- 
vice are: Lt. Comdr. Jean T. Palmer, 
USNR, special assistant to  the director 
of enlisted personnel, BuPers; Lt. 
Comdr. Jov Bright Hancock, USNR, 
Women’s Reserve representative for 
BuAer and the DCNO(Air); Col. 
Ruth Chenev Streeter, USMCR, direc- 
to r  of the Marine Corps Women’s Re- 
serve: Major Marian B. Dryden, 
USMCR. assistant to  the director of 
the division of aviation, Marine Corps ; 
Capt. Dorothy C. Stratton, USCGR, 
director of the Coast Guard Women’s 
Reserve, and Lt. Comdr. Ineva R. 
Meyer, USCGR, assistant to the chief 
of enlisted assignment division. 

Educational Officers Being 
Assigned to Advance Bases 

Educational Services officers are 
being assigned by BuPers to  organize 
off-duty study programs a t  advance 
bases and to  provide textbooks .and 
other teaching materials to  men at- 
tached to  ships stopping there. 

Officers in command of ships have 
been requested by BuPers Circ. Ltr. 
286-44 (NDB, 30 Sept. 1944, 44-1135) 
to encourage the organization of the 
off-duty program and to designate an 
officer to  determine the educational 
interests of the ship’s company and 
take steps to secure necessary ma- 
terials of instruction. 

In addition t o  the new study oppor- 
tunities offered men of the fleet, 
BuPers has established 100 Educa- 
tional Service Centers throughout the 
world where more than 100,000 have 
received classroom instruction during 
the past year. 

Physical Requirements Set 
For PT Oficers and Men 

Physical requirements for officers 
and enlisted men for motor torpedo 
boat training have been announced. 
For details see BuMed ltr. R1-JLA P3- 
5/PT (063-43) (NDB, 15 Oct. 1944, 
44-1174) 
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a letter frzm the Chfef of Naval Per- 
sonnel to  all naval activities in the 
U. S., dated 30 Sept. 1944 (Pers-34- 
ECS QR/JJ55). 

Seaman first class and hospital ap- 
prentices first class will 
wear three stripes on the 
left sleeve between the 
shoulder and elbow in the 
same position as a rating 
badge (as shown in illus- 
tration a t  left). Seamen 
second class and hospital 
apprentices second class 
will wear two similar 
stripes in the same posi- 
tion. 

Those markings, em- 
broidered on a rectangu- 

lar background the same color as the 
uniform, are to  be placed a t  an angle 
of 30 degrees from horizontal with the 
lower ends of the stripes to the 
front. The stripes are 3/16 inch wide, 
2 inches long and set 3/16 inch apart. 

White stripes are to  be worn with 
blue uniforms, and Navy blue stripes 
on white o r  grey clothing. The seaman 

service-jacket, Navy -blue; working 
uniform (grey dress and jacket.) ; 
shirt, long-sleeved, Navy blue; service 
jacket, white; working smock, Reserve 

media 
grouni 
are er 
tingui 
dmed 
and 2 
marks 

The 
backg 
unifor 
the fc 

‘Servio 
Worki 

blue. 
Enlisted women who have completed 

the full course of instruction a t  a reg- 
ularly established Class A service 
school may wear the specialty mark of 
the rating for which the school is es- 
tablished. Those who have successfully 
completed the required examinations 
for petty officer third class are entitled 
to  wear the specialty mark for the 
rating for which qualified. 

The specialty marks, including the 
insignia for hospital apprentice, are 
warn on the left sleeve, centered im- 

tely above the rectangular back- 
d on which the seaman markings 
nbroidered. When worn as dis- 
shing marks, they are embroi- 
in silk, cotton or rayon thread, 
ire the same size as specialty 
I of rating badges. 

insignia are embroidered on a 
round matching the color of the 
‘m, and have been approved for 
illowing : 

Garment specialty mark 
e jacket, Navy blue White 
ng uniform, grey dress . 

ana iacket Navy blue 

Color of - 

A v i a t i o n  Radio Ship’s Servlce Man 
Technician (T) 

Baker Storekeeper 
Chief  Commissary Storekeeper (D) 

Steward Storekeeper (T) 
Electrician’s Mate Storekeeper (V) 
Hospital Apprentice Telegrapher 
Mailman Yeoman 
Parachute Rigger Specialists (C), ( G ) .  
Pharmacist’s Mate (I), (PI, (Q), 
Printer 
Printer (L) 
Printer (M) (Y).  

When advancement to ratings other 
than those listed above is authorized 
by BuPers, the same specialty mark 
authorized for male personnel of those 
ratings shall be worn. 

I;;: ((iYj, 63: 

Officers Ordered to , 

Foreign Duty to Take 
Physical Examination 

Officers ordered for duty outside the 
continental limits of the U. S. ar? to 
be given a complete physical examina- 
tion prior to date of detachment. Avi- 
ators are to receive a flight physical 
examination. 

If orders do not allow sufficient time 
for accomplishing the examination, 
COS are authorized to  endorse the or- 
ders to that effect, stating the reason 
why the physical examination was not 
gven. This procedure is provided in 
a joint BuFers-BuMed letter of 5 OCt. 
1944 to all ships and stations. 

Men Advised Not to Cawy 
Big Sums of Money Ashore 

Reports from several commands in- 
dicate a growing tendency on the part  
of enlisted men, particularly those just 
returned from months overseas, to 
carry excessive sums of money ashore 
when going on liberty. 

In some instances men with as much 
as $750 have been picked up in an 
intoxicated condition by shore patrol- 
men. Others have been rolled for large 
sums of money. 

Shore Patrol authorities in the 8th 
Naval District have urgently advised 
personnel to take only the amount of 
money with them they expect t o  spend 
while absent from the ship or station. 

To make it unnecessary for person- 
nel to  carry excessive amounts of cash 
COS in the 12th Naval District have 
been directed to make available safe 
custody for  unneeded funds of men 
going on liberty or leave. Likewise 
men reporting aboard the Receiving 
Ship a t  San Francisco are advised 
either to nut their monev in safe cus- 

a decision of the Assistant Comptroller 
General of the U. S. 

In a letter announcing the decision 
to the naval service BuMed listed reg- 
ulations for the information and guid- 
ance of those concerned. 

Payment for civilian treatment will 
be allowed only in emergency cases 
where it is impracticable to obtain 
medical care from naval or other gov- 
ernmental agencies. 

Enlisted personnel who become in- 
jured or ill while on leave or liberty 
should apply, if practicable, to the 
nearest naval .activity or, if none is 
available, to the medical department 
of any government agency. If neither 
is available, the individual concerned 
should contact his C O  by telephone or 
telegraph, requesting permission to  ob- 
tain civilian medical aid. 

When the urgency of the situation 
does not permit obtaining treatment 
from government facilities on the 
prior approval of competent naval au- 
thority, necessary emergency treat- 
ment may be obtained by or on behalf 
of the individual concerned. Reason- 
able expenses will be allowed as a 
charge against the Navy, .providing 
that within a reasonable time a report 
is made to the CO so as to permit in- 
vestigation and suitable arrangements 
for transfer to a federal institution or 
other appropriate action. 

Expenses for the employment of 
consultants or  specialists will not be 
allowed except when authorized in ad- 
vance by BuMed, or in extraordinary 
cases when subsequently approved by 
BuMed upon receipt of report and 
satisfactory explanation as to  the ne- 

- J 
Hoist ,  (NTC. San Dieso) 

“She’s been that way since sbe worked 
0% tail tarets.” 
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cessity and urgency for their employ- 
ment. 

Since the Navy’s authority to  pay 
for such treatment is retroactive t o  
28 April 1942, any claims acted on ad- 
versely since that date due to leave 
status may be resubmitted for Bu- 
Med’s consideration. 

Civilian dental treatment, other 
than emergency measures to relieve 
pain, is not authorized by the letter. 

The new ruling does not include 
treatment for officers, who under 
Navy Regs are not entitled to medical 
treatment a t  government expense un- 
less they are on duty. 

For further details see BuMed-Ca- 

(NDB, 30 Sept. 1944, 44-1118). 
GJS, P3-2/P18-1(021), 26 Aug. 1944 

Specialty Courses Open 
To Outstanding V -  12s 

Men classified as  V12(a) who rank 
above average in academic record, 
achievement test and officer-like qual- 
ifications will be given an opportunity 
to apply for college training in the 
following specialty courses now open : 

Civil Engineering 
Mechanical Engineering 
Electrical Engineering (Power) 
Electrical Engineering (Communica- 

tions and Pre-Radar) 
Aeronautical Engineering (Engines) 
Aeronautical Engineering (Structures) 

Students who can meet the qualifi- 
cations, and who will finish their third 
term by 1 Nov. 1944, may submit to  
their CO a written statement of their 
desire to remain in V-12 and list their 
first, second and third choice for the 
specialty training. 

Supply 

F o r  details see V-12 Bulletin No. 
262 (Subjects A & C). 

- .  
Hoist, (NTC, San Diego) 

“Yo2c’ll need a personal property pass 
to take that shovel out of here.” 
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Berson%el Warned Against 
Stowing Away on Aircraft 

Investigation of recent cases of 
stowaways on aircraft, as reported by 
the Commander, NATS, West Coast, 
reveals- that service personnel generally 
are unaware of the dangers and pen- 
alties involved in the practice. 

In reporting the incidents NATS 
pointed out that, since the weight and 
distribution of poundage on a plane is 
carefully computed, the presence of a 
stowaway might destroy the perfect 
batance of a plane and seriously en- 
danger the safety of the aircraft and 
the lives of all hands on board. 

Under NATS, West Coast, Order 
11-44, 4 Oct. 1944, air transport of- 
ficers, plane commanders and their 
crews are held responsible for the ap- 
prehension of personnel who attempt 
to obtain unauthorized rides aboard 
planes. Stowaways discovered in flight 
are to be turned over to  the squadron 
commander for delivery to appropri-, 
ate naval authority for trial by gen- 
eral court martial. Members of NATS 
found delinquent in their duties may 
also be tried by general court martial. 

There is also a provision under Pub- 
lic Law 247 for the punishment of 
stowaways. They may be fined up to  
$1,000, imprisoned for  any period up 
to  a year, or  both. 

OPA Temporary Food 
Rations for Service 
Personnel Increased 

Service personnel entitled t o  tem- 
porary food rations are now granted 
10 processed food points for each nine 
meals or fraction thereof, instead of 
the 8 points previously allowed, it has 
been announced by OPA. The change, 
effective 7 Oct. 1944, was made because 
it is now possible to buy rationed 
processed foods only in multiples of 
10 points. One pound of sugar for each 
36 meals or fraction thereof, and 4 
meat-fats points for each nine meals 
or fraction thereof, are also allowed. 

Temporary food rations may be ob- 
tained by service personnel on leave 
or liberty in the U. S. if they do not 
have and are not entitled to Ration 
Book 4. Their leave or libertysmust 
be for 72 consecutive hours o r  more 
and they must eat at least one meal 
at their hosts’ homes. 

Even though not on leave, service 
personnel who are messed in a gen- 
eral mess, a contract mess, or  an or- 
ganized mess may obtain temporary 
food rations if they eat nine or more 
meals a month a t  their hosts’ homes. 
Also, those residing in the U. S. for 
less than 60 days on detached o r  tem- 
porary duty may obtain temporary 
fnnrl rntinns if thev eat at least nine 

570 obtainable from COS. If this form 
is used, either the applicant o r  his host 
may present the application to the 
local ration board. However, if the 
applicant shows good cause for failure 
to  have this form, the board may per- 
mit him to apply on the appropriate 
OPA form. He must present the ap- 
plication personally. 

War Ration Book 4 will be issued 
to  service personnel residing in the 
U. S. for a period of ‘60 days or more 
except those subsisted in a general 
mess, or those who eat 14 or more 
meals a week at a general mess, or- 
ganized mess or contract mess. 

Bureaus to Aid Naval 
Personnel in Getting 
Train Accommodations 

Naval personnel traveling under 
orders or on leave of absence, includ- 
ing delay in route but not liberty, are 
eligible for assistance by local Navy or  
Army reservation bureaus, or branch 
offices thereof located in booths in cer- 
tain railroad terminals, in obtaining 
train accommodations. 

Such bureaus, or  branches thereof, 
have been established in the following 
cities to  facilitate necessary travel by 
individuals and small mourn : 
Asheville. N. C. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Boston. Mass. 
Charleston, S. C. 
Chicago, Ill. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Columbus, Ohio 
Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Dallas, Texas 
Denver, Colo. 
Detroit, Mich. 
El Paso. Texas 
Houston; Texas 
Jacksonville, Fla. 
Kansas City, Mo. 
Los Anaeles, Calif. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Memohis. Tenn. 
M i a d  Fla. 
Minneapolis. Minn. 
Montgomery, Ala. 

- -  
New Orleans, La. 
New York, N. Y. 
Norfolk. Va. 
Norman, Okla. 
Oklahoma City, 

Okla. 
Omah;; Nebr. 
Orlando, P’la. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Pittsburgh. Pa. 
Portland- Oreg. 
s t .  Loud, MO. 
Salt Lake City. 

San Antonio, Tex.- 
San Diego..Calif. 
San Francisco, 

Utah 

Cslif  
SaGanGah, Ga. 
Seattle, Wash. 
Sookane. Wash. 
Tampa, Fla. 
Washington, D. C. 

For details see BuPers Circ. L:r. 
295-44 (NDB, 30 Sept. 1944, 44-1143). 

N o  New V-12s to be Picked 
For Term Starthg 1 March 

No trainees either from the service 
or civil life will enter the V-12 pro- 
gram in the term starting 1 March 
1945. 

That decision, based on estimates of 
the Navy’s future needs for officers, 
does not affect the 1,000 enlisted men 
chosen from the ranks for the term 
which began on 1 Nov. 1944, for which, 
as previously announced, no civilians 
were selected. 

Similarly, other students already en- 
ralled in the program in colleges and 
universities under contract to  the 
Navv will continue their traininp as 
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The following announcement has 
been i sswd by the superintendent o f  
the U. S. Naval Observatory. 

The safety of all hands aboard ship 
is dependent to a great extent upon 
the accuracy and reliability of a ship’s 
chronometer, the most important item 
of a ship’s navigational equipment. 
The instrument upon which we rely to- 
day for our time standard aboard ship 
was developed by skilled craftsmen 
and scientists in efforts beginning in 
the 15th century and continuing at the 
present time. The government of Great 
Britain alone spent over $450,000 in 
prize money to encourage the perfec- 
tion of a navigational timepiece, and 
other governments interested in the de- 
velopment of safe navigation spent 
comparable sums on the project. The 
ship’s chronometer, developed as a re- 
sult of these efforts and inducements, 
now enables a navigator to  determine 
his position at sea within one or two 
miles. 

The navigator and quartermasters 
of a ship have developed a hearty re- 
spect for the ship’s chronometer, and 
devote every effort to safeguarding the 
instrument and maintaining its accur- 
acy. Should anyone require proof of 
this assertion, let him request the 
navigator’s permission to examine and 
handle the ship’s chronometer ! 

Ships’ chronometers and other navi- 
gating timepieces were always deliv- 
ered to  ships in a running condition, 
by officer messenger, until the rapid 
expansion program necessitated an ex- 
tension of the system of delivery to 
vessels in all waters. The instruments 
are now stopped and shipped by ex- 
press to especially trained personnel 
a t  chronometer supply pools located a t  
certain designated naval activities in 
the U. S. and abroad. The extreme 
precision and delicacy of the instru- 
ments require that special precautions 
be taken in preparation for shipment 
in order that the accuracy and relia- 
bility will not be impaired during 
‘transportation and subsequent hand- 
Sing. 

Many individuals, both naval and 
civilian personnel, are now concerned 
with the handling and shipping of 
chronometers. Recent experience in- 
dicates that  not all persons concerned 
are  completely familiar with the deli- 
cate nature of the instruments they 
handle, or  with the special precautions 
which must be taken to insure their 
safe transportation. These special pre- 
cautions must be observed not only 
in the shipment of chronometers to  
service, but also in the return of 
chronometers t o  the Naval Observa- 
tory, the sole naval activity autkor- 
ized to undertake the overhaul and re- 

of 15-ply cellulose wadding placed on  top 

A gimbaled navlgating watch, assembled 
in its gimbal ring shall be removed from 

with 6 thicknesses of tissue paper, 2 1  
inches by 1 6  inches and 6 thicknesses of 
15-ply cellulose wadding. A box made of 
No. I pine 1h inch thick, of inside dimen- 
sions 7 inbhes by 7 inches by 5% Inches 
deep shall be secured or manufactured. 
Fourteen thicknesses of 15-ply CellUloSe 
wadding shsll be placed in the bottom of 
the box. The instrument, wrapped as 
above, sha!l be inserted in the box, cellu- 
lose waddlng packed flrmly around the 
sides and 14 thicknesses of 15-ply c e h -  
lose wadding placed on top of the wrapped 
navigating watch. The lid of the box shall 
be secured by 4 screws. 

When ships’ chronometers or gimbaled 
navigating matches are to be shipped In 
quantity, 6 instruments, prepared as spe- 
cifled above shall be packed in a case of 
No 1 pine ’% inch thick of inside dimen: 
siohs 37 {riches by 2 7 2  inches by 17% 
inches deep. New excelsior, 6 inches thick, 
shall be placed in the bottom of this case, 
and the chronometers or gimbaled navigat- 
ing watches set in 2 rows of 3 boxes each 
in the center of the ?hipping case. The 
6-inch space on all sld?s of the inst,m- 
ments shall be packed wlth new excelslor, 
and a 7-inch layer of new excelsior shall 
be placed. over the top before securing the 
lid. Each end of the outer shippmg case 
shall be provided with a batten handle 
21h inches wide and 8/4 inch thick. A 
standard paper la he1 readirg “DELI- 

pair of ships’ chronometers and navi- ~ ~ ~ ~ , I N ~ ~ ~ ~ . M ” ~ s ~ ~ A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ T ~  
gating watches. pasted securely on each of the 4 sides of 

Damage occurring to  a chronometer the shipping case. The too of the case 
as a result of mishandling o r  faulty s h ~ ~ , ” e c h ” o ’ ~ ~ e ~ ~ H ~ ~ ~ ~ D E w ~ ~ ” ~ ~ b a ]  
preparation for shipment may render rings locked in place,, or. the gimbaled 
the instrument useless fo r  subsequent navigating watch bqxes with the clmbal 
service. Still worse, this damage may ring locks securelv tightened. shall be as- 

sembled in their carrylng cases and 
cause internal defects which will be- shipped separately, not more than 6 in 
come apparent only after a period of e a ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~ , i “ e - . n  
service a t  sea. This Circumstance may be placed in its padded box, the box as- 
well result in hazarding the safety of sembled in the carrylng case, and the car- 
a ship, and the safety of all hands rying case securely wrapped with heavy 

brown wrapping paper. The wrapped in- aboard. strument shall then be packed in a ship- 
The importance of proper care and ping case with at least four inches of ne\\’ 

excelsior at the top, bottom, and sides. handling of sh‘ps’ chronometers can- A standard panel‘ label readins “DELI- 
not be too highly stressed. The possi- CATE INSTRUMENTS-HANDLE WTTH 
bility of shipping damage to ships’ GREAT CARE S&A Form 438, shall be 

pasted securdy’ on each of the four sides chronometers makes it advisable to  di- of the shipping case. The toD of t$e case 
rect the attention of all hands to the shall be marked “THIS SIDE UP. 
complete instructions for proper care 
and handling set forth in the Com- 
parison Book, NavShips Form 702. 
These instructions are outlined in part 
below, and the particular attention of 
persnnnel immediately concerned is re- 
quested. It shall be borne in mind that 
these special provisions are made in 
the interest of safeguarding the life 
of every person who travels aboard 
ships of the Navy. 

Care in the Handling, Packing and Shipping of ~,;::;:odm;:ri :;:wwf:A of 

Ships’ Chronometers Urged b yNaval Observatory $:tg;:;l;;n;:%$;: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a , ~ ~  

INSTRUCTIONS F O R  T H E  PREPARA- 
TION O F  SHIPS’ CHRONOMETERS 

;2ND NAVIGATING WATCHES 
F O R  SHIPMENT 

A ship’s chronometer, removed from its 
gimbal ring and with its balance properly 
corked, sha!l be wrapped with 6 thick- 
nesses of tlssue paper, 2 1  inches by 32 
inches, and 6 thicknesses of 15-ply cellu- 
lose wadding. A box made of. No. 1 pine, 
lh inch thick, of inside dimensions 7 
inches by 7 inches by 5% inches deep, 
shall be secured or manufactured. SIX M U Z Z I ~  Blast (Air Gunners Sch., Hollywood, Fla.) 
thicknesses of 15-ply cellulose wadding 
shall be placed in the bottom of the box. “The Recogn&wa Department wants 
The instrument. wrapped as  above, shall 
be inserted in the box, cellulose wadding to know if you models.” aye through zvith the 
packed around the sides, and 6 thicknesses 

Page 74 







"SPLINT€R FL€€T" 
LIK€S I T  RUGG€D 
SC, PC and YMS all spell bad 

news for Japs. Read about a 
fleet with only two kinds o f  
quarters-small, and general! 

I 
OUR ROVING 
ADVANCE BAS€S 
What  makes those 8,000-mile 
task-force raids possible? The 
story of our "A" fleet, answer 
t o  a logistics war. 

I I t o  oust Japs, avenge Bataan. 

R€S€RV€ OFFIC€RS 
R€CLA SS/F/€D 
Details and handy chart on 

the new system for reclassi- 
fying reserve officers and war- 
rants, showing who goes where 
and why. 

WUA T'S TUA T 
D€CORA TION? 
A special 8-page section in 
this issue gives you latest 
dope on Navy's decorations, 
medals, ribbons, rules, etc. 

IBULLETfN BOARD N€WS: I 
Rules on overseas service for Waves, Spars . . . . new insignia for 
Seabees . . . . plans for release of retired officers . . . . emergency 
medical costs of enlisted personnel on leave paid by  Navy . . . . 
specialty courses open t o  outstanding V- 12s . . . . personnel injured 
overseas may be transferred t o  hospitals nearer home. . . . ALSO: 
Month's Alnavs, ship and station news, communiques, and special 
chart on how t o  get recreation equipment. 
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